
Dear Houston Community,

Love is in the air!

Each year, Americans spend $1 billion on candy for Valen�ne’s Day. This year, why not start a 

new tradi�on by doing something sweet for literacy?  Rather than giving a box of chocolates, 

surprise that special child or adult in your life with a good book. Reading provides nourishment

for the brain, and the benefits will be much greater and sweeter than a box of candy. 

Unfortunately, many children and adults in Houston do not have the literacy skills to reap the

benefits of reading. In fact, 1 in 4 Houston-area 3rd graders and 1 in 5 adults do not possess the

founda�onal literacy skills needed for success in school, work and life. We must solve this 

problem now or con�nue to face dire consequences later. Everyone deserves the opportunity to 

reach his or her fullest poten�al in life, and it can only be possible if they have strong literacy 

skills.

This is why our work in the community is so important. We work every day to promote a love for literacy and to support literacy

organiza�ons – libraries, school districts and community-based nonprofits – directly serving those in need. Whether through

books, money, volunteers, or other resources, we need more people like you suppor�ng the literacy cause and helping others 

foster a love for literacy.

You can play an important role in the literacy cause as a donor. Every gi�, no ma�er how big or small, can make a world of 

difference. So, this Valen�ne’s Day, do something sweet for literacy. Donate the cost of a box of chocolates and a store-

purchased valen�ne to a literacy organiza�on in the name of someone you love and give them a hand-wri�en note and men�on 

your though�ul gi�. Tuck the note in a new book. 

Sincerely,

Julie Baker Finck, Ph.D.

President

February 2016

THE LITERACY CONNECTION

Community Center Gets Extreme Makeover on

National Day of Service

In celebra�on of the Dr. Mar�n Luther King, Jr. Na�onal Day of Service, the Barbara Bush

Houston Literacy Founda�on teamed with The Mission Con�nues and the 2016 NCAA®

Men’s Final Four® Local Organizing Commi�ee for an extreme makeover of the Blue

Triangle Community Center in Houston’s Third Ward. In addi�on to assis�ng in the 

mobiliza�on of over 300 volunteers, our Founda�on donated 500 new Scholas�c® books 

that filled the newly-built shelves installed in the library and classrooms.

By the end of the day of service, volunteers had organized more than 4,000 books for the

new library; built a custom outdoor space for learning, complete with a chalkboard, stage

and sea�ng area; refurbished the playground; landscaped the en�re grounds; constructed a 

12-spot parking lot; painted the gym and pool area; replaced kitchen cabinets; and more.

We are grateful for the leadership and partnership of The Mission Con�nues and the NCAA® Men’s Final Four® Local Organizing 

Commi�ee and appreciate the more than 300 points of light who gave selflessly to make the Blue Triangle Community Center a 

vibrant place for Third Ward residents.



More	Than	a	Zip	Code:	Addressing	Home	Factors	In�luencing	

Kindergarten Readiness Levels
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Founda�on is excited to announce that research conducted by Founda�on President, Dr. Julie 

Baker Finck, along with Texas A & M Bush School of Government and Public Service graduate student Allison Shea, is featured

in the Journal of Family Strengths. En�tled More Than a Zip Code: Addressing Home Factors Influencing Kindergarten Readiness 

Levels, the ar�cle discusses how families and primary caregivers play an important role in developing essen�al emergent literacy 

skills of children from birth so that they are ready for kindergarten and have a strong founda�on for future academic success. It 

explores factors that influence the emergent literacy development process and offers strategies to boost school readiness levels 

and literacy rates among children. A few findings include:

• When children enter kindergarten possessing the

founda�onal knowledge and skills for learning how to read, 

they are more likely to perform well academically, stay in

school, and graduate on �me.

• Ensuring that all children are ready for school requires a

holis�c view of each child’s early environment and 

experiences.

• Since a significant amount of  brain development occurs 

before children begin formal educa�on, the child’s early 

experiences have a substan�al impact on school readiness.

To read the complete ar�cle and findings, visit BushHoustonLiteracy.org. The Journal of Family Strengths is a quarterly publica�on of CHILDREN AT RISK and the University of Houston.

Many of you may have read the headline of this ar�cle and assumed that it was about 

the significance of our 43rd President, George W. Bush. While 43 – and 41 for that

ma�er—are numbers that hold special meaning for the Bush family and for our

na�on,  43 also represents the latest ranking of Texas among other states in the most 

recent Quality Counts 2016 published by Educa�on Week. Texas earns a C-minus and

finishes 43rd in the na�on.

For the past two decades, Educa�on Week has issued this State Report Card that

ranks states along three key indices: (1) Chance-for-Success – how well a state does in

promo�ng educa�on as a key factor in achieving posi�ve outcomes in a person’s life; 

(2) K-12 Achievement – current student academic performance, change over �me, 

and poverty-based gaps; and (3) School Finance – spending equity and pa�erns. 

Texas’ overall ra�ng for 2016 is a C- with a cumula�ve score of 69.7 out of 100 

possible points. Texas is ranked 43rd among the 50 states and the District of Columbia.

The U. S. average score is 74.4 (C ra�ng).

While there are many factors against which Texas performed poorly in comparison to other states, of par�cular concern, aside 

from inadequate funding, is our low ranking in preschool enrollment of 3- and 4-year olds (38th overall) and fourth grade student

proficiency in reading (39th overall). In addi�on, Texas ranked 41st overall in both young adults enrolled in postsecondary

educa�on or with a degree and adults with a 2- or 4-year postsecondary degree. Finally, Texas ranked 47th and 50th on children

with at least one parent with postsecondary educa�on and children whose parents are fluent English speakers, respec�vely.

All of these factors are cri�cally important in addressing the low literacy crisis we have in Houston. We must con�nue to ensure 

that every child has access to high-quality early educa�on and that parents of our young children receive the requisite training, 

resources and supports to be their child’s first teacher. Finally, since adult educa�on a�ainment is linked not only to a thriving 

economy, but also to a child’s literacy success, we must con�nue to invest in high-quality adult educa�on and training programs. 

We must break the cycle of low literacy, and doing so must become an impera�ve.

The	Signi�icance	of	43.	It’s	Not	What	you	Think.

To read more about the Quality Counts 2016

report, visit EdWeek.org and search for Quality Counts



$80,000 in Grants Awarded to Literacy Partners

Our mission is to improve lives through the power of literacy. Advancing this mission and the legacy of First Lady Barbara Bush is
only possible if we have a robust network of literacy organiza�ons across Houston who are dedicated to implemen�ng high-
quality programs and services to boost literacy levels of children and adults in need. We recognize that these organiza�ons require  
support capacity to meet service demands. That is why we focus on increasing awareness, mobilizing volunteers, inves�ng in 
community impact and contribu�ng research toward innova�on. We are proud to award $80,000 in literacy grants to the 
following partners to fulfill on these key areas: Children’s Museum of Houston; Friends of the Houston Public Library; Higher
Impact Ministries; iWRITE; Legacy Community Health; TeenBookCon, Tweens Read and Bookworm Bookfest.

Legacy Community Health
Mobilizing Volunteers Grant

Legacy Community Health’s literacy and children reading

ini�a�ve, called Legacy’s Li�le Readers, uses volunteers to

integrate literacy into primary pediatric care. Ini�ated in the 

Southwest Clinic, the program has been extremely successful.

Through this grant, the Legacy Li�le Readers program will be 

expanded to five of pediatric clinics for pa�ents wai�ng to be 

seen by the doctors. The program also provides books to

children during each of their well-child pediatric visits through

the age of 5 in an effort to encourage reading in the home and 

to help build home libraries.

TeenBookCon, Tweens Read &
Bookworm BookFest

Increase Awareness Grant
In an effort to increase awareness of the importance of reading 

and wri�ng, this grant will support three signature events in 

the Houston community: TeenBookCon, Tweens Read and the

Bookworm BookFest. These free reading events are hosted

annually by a coali�on of school districts in partnership with 

Blue Willow Bookshop. By engaging with bestselling authors of

books wri�en for children and teenagers, these events foster 

the love of reading and wri�ng among the thousands of 

children and teens who a�end. 

Higher Impact Ministries
Community Impact Grant

We believe transforma�ve change will happen in 

neighborhoods through a collec�ve impact framework. Our 

support of Higher Impact Ministries enables the crea�on of a 

comprehensive plan to address low literacy in the

Independence Heights community by bringing together school,

business, healthcare, and community leaders with parents to

focus on ensuring all children are reading at or above level by

grade 3.

iWRITE
Mobilizing Volunteers Grant

iWRITE is a nonprofit organiza�on that inspires kids to write 

their own stories and provides publishing and leadership

opportuni�es to youth. It also encourages young readers to 

use their imagina�on and communicate through the wri�en 

word. This grant will help the organiza�on mobilize more 

volunteers that can help the organiza�on con�nue to cul�vate 

the joy of literacy and build capacity for the organiza�on as it 

expands its reach to more children in Houston.

Children’s Museum of Houston
Research and Innova�on Grant

The Children’s Museum of Houston serves more than 1 million

children and families each year through innova�ve, child- and

family-centered programs and services in the museum and out

in the community. This grant will fund the crea�on and 

research of innova�ve ac�vity kits to be used by parents of 

children ages 0 to 9. These bilingual ac�vity kits will empower 

parents with new tools to support early literacy development

skills of their children, focused on oral language development,

making connec�ons, le�er and word recogni�on, and cri�cal 

thinking skills.

Friends of the Houston Public Library
Mobilizing Volunteers Grant

The Friends of the Houston Public Library is a nonprofit 

organiza�on comprised of book lovers, professional altruists, 

educa�on and literacy pioneers, and everyday Houstonians 

who commit �me and resources in support of scholarships, 

reading programs and signature ac�vi�es of the Houston 

Public Library System. These programs would not be possible

without the service of hundreds of volunteers each year. This

grant will further build the capacity of the Friend’s

organiza�on in its volunteer efforts. 



www.facebook.com/BushHoustonLiteracy

www.twitter.com/BushHoustonLit

www.instagram.com/BushHoustonLit

www.Pinterest.com/BushHoustonLit


