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THE LITERACY CONNECTION

Videos of First Lady Barbara Bush and Dwight Howard Released

Dear Houston Community,

Time. One of our most precious resources. It passes swi�ly and silently, yet always 

leaves an indelible impression. If �me were a commodity in which to invest, given its 

high demand and limited supply, our cost to purchase more would be limitless and

our return on investment priceless. Given the value of �me and our inability to 

produce more of it, we must con�nue to seek ways to maximize the use of the �me 

so generously allo�ed us.

This month, we are promo�ng how to use just a small amount of �me to make a 

remarkable impact on a child or adult. It’s not only �me well spent, but it’s also �me 

well invested--�me invested in the future of our city. March is Na�onal Read Aloud 

Month. Did you know that spending just 15 minutes of your day reading to or with

a child can help bridge a 30 million word gap between low- and upper-income

children over just a four-year �meframe, not to men�on posi�oning the child for long-term success in school, work and life? You

can learn more about Na�onal Read Aloud Month and the difference 15 minutes can make by reading more in this newsle�er.

Did you know that just 30 minutes weekly spent mentoring a struggling reader in an elementary school can form a strong,

interpersonal bond and place the child on track to read on or above level by the end of grade 3, a cri�cal and defining milestone in 

the trajectory of a child’s educa�on? Did you know that one hour a week spent tutoring or teaching an adult how to read or learn 

English can help him earn a living wage and open new doors of opportunity typically closed without such support? Yes, you can

invest just a small amount of your precious resource of �me to change a life and impact genera�ons by breaking the cycle of low 

literacy among families.

One of the many things I have humbly learned in life is this: Time is of the essence. If we truly want to make a difference, then we 

must have a sense of purpose and urgency in our ac�ons and in our use of �me. It is irrefutable that our city has a literacy crisis. 

We need you to invest your �me and talent in helping us to help those in need learn how to read. Please invest today.

Yours in service,

Julie Baker Finck, Ph. D.

President

In an effort to increase awareness about the literacy crisis that exists in the Houston 

community, First Lady Barbara Bush and NBA Star Dwight Howard of the Houston Rockets

recently met on the basketball court to “slam dunk” low literacy by crea�ng entertaining public 

service announcements. In each video, these two champions of literacy call upon the

community to become a game-changer in the life of a child by serving as a volunteer at a

school, library or nonprofit through Connect4Literacy.org. Did you know that four out of five 

Houston children lack strong literacy skills by the �me they enter the 4th grade and that these 

same children are four �mes more likely to drop out of school? Together, the Barbara Bush 

Houston Literacy Founda�on and the D12 Founda�on are working to improve literacy rates in

Houston. To view the videos, visit BushHoustonLiteracy.org.



Neuhaus Educa�on Center, a 35-year old, Houston-based nonprofit organiza�on commi�ed 

to promo�ng reading success, recently announced that the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 

Founda�on will be the inaugural recipient of the Bu�erfly Effect Award. The Bu�erfly Effect 

is a metaphorical concept that small causes can have a large impact. Being presented at

Neuhaus Educa�on Center’s first “2016 Unlocking Literacy Conference,” this pres�gious 

recogni�on celebrates founda�ons, organiza�ons and individuals who are transforming the 

family tree through literacy.

It is truly an honor that the Founda�on is being recognized for demonstra�ng the Bu�erfly 

Effect: how our efforts to champion the cause of literacy have spawned a growing 

movement that is having a great impact in our city. Neuhaus Educa�on Center has been a 

key partner of the Founda�on from our incep�on, from contribu�ng research and exper�se 

towards the development of Houston’s Literacy Crisis: A Blueprint for Community Ac�on, to

crea�ng a set of instruc�onal videos and materials to help build capacity of literacy 

providers across our community. We are all fortunate to have Neuhaus Educa�on Center in 

Houston.

Neuhaus Educa�on Center’s “2016 Unlocking Literacy Conference” will take place 

March 8-9, 2016, at the Harris County Department of Educa�on, 6300 Irvington Blvd., Houston, Texas 77022. More than 200 

leaders and educators are expected to a�end. The presenta�on of the Bu�erfly Effect Award will take place on March 8th at 2:30

p.m. Learn more about Neuhaus Educa�on Center and the “2016 Unlocking Literacy Conference” at Neuhaus.org.

The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation to Receive

Inaugural	Butter�ly	Effect	Award

Experience the Power of Service:

Become a Point of Light

As you stand back and contemplate –What can I do? I am just one person with a desire to make our community a be�er place. 

Know this, Connect4Literacy.org is Houston’s go-to website for people like you who desire to experience the power of service to

your community by becoming a point of light for literacy. Simply create a volunteer account today and join the nearly 10,000 other

individuals who have collec�vely contributed over 27,000 hours of service since October 2014.

The array of volunteer opportuni�es on Connect4Literacy.org will allow you to feed your passion and share your gi�s, �me, and 

talents to solve one of our most cri�cal issues – low literacy. You can volunteer as an individual, as a team, or in conjunc�on with 

your company or civic group. Just a small amount of your �me can make a tremendous impact.

Visit Connect4Literacy.org and get started! Already on Connect4Literacy.org? Find the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Founda�on 

on social media and Like Us, Pin, Post, Tweet, and Share to shine the light on the literacy cause and inspire others to become a

point of light for literacy, too! In the words of First Lady Barbara Bush, “Everyone can do something.”

From le� to right: Dr. Tracy Weeden, Neuhaus 

Educa�on CEO, Jack Lyons, Houston Livestock 

Show & Rodeo Chairman, and Dr. Julie Baker

Finck. Photo taken at a recent Neuhaus

Educa�on Luncheon. 



A 15-Minute Prescription for Boosting Literacy Rates

While there is no vaccina�on against low literacy when a child is born, there is 
substan�al research on the need for this vital prescrip�on to be issued to families: 
Read aloud 15 minutes every day with your child.

Research shows that reading aloud is the single most important ac�vity parents, 
grandparents, childcare providers, and teachers can engage in with a child to
develop cri�cal, early language and founda�onal skills for learning how to read. 
These emergent literacy and developmental skills include building vocabulary and
comprehension; promo�ng print awareness, le�er recogni�on, and word structure; 
sparking imagina�on and crea�vity; fostering listening and a�en�on skills; forming 
interpersonal bonds and self-esteem; and establishing a posi�ve associa�on with 
books and a love of reading. In addi�on, reading aloud in the early years exposes 
children to story and print knowledge, as well as to words and concepts uncommon
in conversa�ons or digital media. 

Reading aloud also s�mulates brain ac�vity. During the first three years of life, a 
child’s brain makes trillions of connec�ons, the fastest it will ever grow. This is a 
crucial �me for teaching and learning. To illustrate, children learn language rapidly, 
and with appropriate interac�ons and s�muli, can quadruple the number of words 
they know between ages 1 and 2. Also, 90 percent of brain growth occurs by age 5.
That is why it is cri�cally important that adults and children have quality interac�ons 
and engage in learning experiences early and o�en.

Unfortunately, fewer than half of children age five and under are read to aloud each 
day. In a landmark study, researchers Hart and Risley (2003) found that by age 4,
low- income children hear 30 million fewer words than their more affluent peers. 
Furthermore, children of affluent families were found to have an 1100-word
vocabulary, as compared to only a 500-word vocabulary for children of families on
welfare. These are drama�c dispari�es that can have long-term consequences. In
fact, if children lack founda�onal reading skills when they enter school, they are at 
risk of needing costly interven�ons and special educa�on services, being chronically 
absent, dropping out of school, becoming pregnant as a teen, and being
incarcerated as a youth—all of which affect the ongoing cycles of poverty and 
dependency.

Help us spread the word about the importance of reading aloud 15 minutes each
and every day by sharing this ar�cle with friends and family or incorpora�ng 
this informa�on into your family literacy or parent engagement programs. Also, 
check out addi�onal resources on our website at BushHoustonLiteracy.org.

Poppy Neil Bush, Co-Chairman of the Barbara Bush

Houston Literacy Founda�on, reads aloud to James

Richard Lauren within weeks of his birth. James is

Neil and Maria's first grandson and is the son of 

David and Lauren Bush Lauren.

Beck Gorman reads with her 2-year old daughter,

Charlie, using a Family Literacy Involvement Program

("FLIP") Kit she checked out for free from the Houston

Public Library.

Ms. Patricia, Teacher at Kids 'R' Kids, reads aloud to

her classroom of pre-kindergarten children.



www.facebook.com/BushHoustonLiteracy

www.twitter.com/BushHoustonLit

www.instagram.com/BushHoustonLit

www.Pinterest.com/BushHoustonLit

Young Professionals Group to Hold Second Annual

Jungle Book Gala at The Dunlavy

The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Founda�on’s Young

Professionals Group is excited to announce that the second

annual Jungle Book Gala will take place on October 21, 2016, at

The Dunlavy, a beau�ful space overlooking Buffalo Bayou and 

the Lost Lake. There is no doubt that this event will once again

be the “wildest” party of the year as NBA Houston Rockets' star

Dwight Howard and Interna�onal Stylist and Event Planner

Lucas Somoza are serving as this year’s Honorary Chairs. An

exhilara�ng evening, the Jungle Book Gala is certain to excite 

and entertain guests as they wine, dine and dance the night

away, as well as bid on an array of amazing silent auc�on items. 

Visit BushHoustonLiteracy.org to learn more about this

electrifying night and purchase �ckets. All proceeds from the 

Jungle Book Gala benefit the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy

Founda�on.



Dr. Seuss Read Aloud 
Wednesday, March 2
Times vary by grade level

Join the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 
Foundation as they celebrate Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday by reading to K-2nd grade 
classrooms at Garcia Elementary!

Spread the Love of Reading. Be a Volunteer.

Read Aloud with Dr. Seuss
Wednesday, March 2
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Locations and shifts vary 

Celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday with props, 
books and tons of kids! Come read 
and interact with children at Legacy 
Community Health clinics.

Read & Write
Friday, March 4
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
 

iWRITE invites you to bring your favorite 
childhood book and read to the students 
at Scroggins Elementary.

Mystery at the Market Kit Stuffing Party
Friday, March 4
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
 
Come stuff Mystery at the Market Kits 
with the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 
Foundation at the Children’s Museum 
of Houston!

The Kids’ Reading Room
Monday, March 7
4:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
 
Join the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 
Foundation and The Kids’ Reading Room 
as we engage students in reading and 
literacy-based craft activities at Hammerly 
Walk Apartments in Spring Branch!

Spring Book Sale
Saturday, March 5 and Sunday, March 6 
Times Vary

Join Friends of the Houston Public Library 
at The Health Museum by helping to get 
books back into the community.

Mystery at the Market
Saturday, March 5 and 19
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
 
Join the Children’s Museum of Houston 
and the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 
Foundation at H-E-B Gulfgate (March 5) or 
H-E-B Beechnut (March 19) to give families 
the Mystery at the Market experience!

Read Aloud Family Literacy Night
Tuesday, March 8
5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
 
Volunteer with the Barbara Bush Houston 
Literacy Foundation and Making It Better 
as we bring Family Literacy Night to Coral 
Club Apartments in Sharpstown.

Young Professionals Group Read Aloud
Saturday, March 12
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
 
The Foundation’s Young Professionals 
Group will be at the Children’s Museum 
of Houston for Spring Break Extreme, 
hosting several read alouds for children 
visiting the museum!

 To register for these volunteer opportunities, please visit Connect4Literacy.org.



Read Aloud Month Events
March is National Read Aloud Month! The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation and over 15 Houston-area 
literacy organizations have united to host an array of events that will increase the awareness and importance 

of reading aloud to children for at least 15 minutes each day to help them learn, grow and succeed.
Tuesday, March 1st
 HCPL Read Across America Day at La Porte Branch Library 10:15 AM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at Northwest Branch Library 10:30 AM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at Octavia Fields Branch Library 10:30 AM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at West University Branch Library 10:30 AM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at Evelyn Meador Branch Library 10:30 AM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at Atascocita Branch Library 4:30 PM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at Barbara Bush Branch Library 4:30 PM
Wednesday, March 2nd
 Dr. Seuss Read Aloud at Garcia Elementary School 7:45 AM
 Read Aloud with Dr. Seuss at Legacy Community Health’s Lyons Clinic 10:00 AM-3:00 PM
  Read Aloud with Dr. Seuss at Legacy Community Health’s Montrose Clinic 10:00 AM-3:00 PM
 Read Aloud with Dr. Seuss at Legacy Community Health’s Mapleridge Clinic 10:00 AM-3:00 PM
 Read Aloud with Dr. Seuss at Legacy Community Health’s Baker Ripley Clinic 10:00 AM-3:00 PM
 Read Aloud with Dr. Seuss at Legacy Community Health’s Southwest Clinic 10:00 AM-3:00 PM
 Read Aloud with Dr. Seuss at Legacy Community Health’s Bissonnet Clinic 10:00 AM-3:00 PM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at Fairbanks Branch Library 10:30 AM 
 HCPL Read Across America Day at Kingwood Branch Library 4:00 PM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at Spring Branch Memorial Library 4:00 PM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at Stratford Branch Library 4:30 PM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at South Houston Branch Library 4:30 PM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at North Channel Branch Library 4:30 PM 
Thursday, March 3rd
 HCPL Read Across America Day at High Meadows Branch Library 1:00 PM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at Tomball Branch Library 1:30 PM
 HCPL Read Across America Day at County Freeman Branch Library 4:30 PM
Friday, March 4th
 Read and write with iWrite at Scroggins Elementary School 8:00 AM-10:00 AM
 Mystery at the Market Stuffing Party at the Children’s Museum of Houston 1:00 PM-3:00 PM
Saturday, March 5th
 Dr. Seuss’ Birthday Party at the Children’s Museum of Houston 1:30 PM
 Mystery at the Market at H-E-B Gulfgate 9:30 AM-11:30 AM
 Friends of the Houston Public Library Spring Book Sale at The Health Museum - 10:00 AM-5:00 PM
Sunday, March 6th
 Friends of the Houston Public Library Spring Book Sale at The Health Museum- 1:00 PM-5:00 PM
Sunday, March 6th – March 12th
 Houston Public Library Wonder Woman Week – Times and Locations Vary
Monday, March 7th
 Read Aloud with The Kids Reading Room at Hammerly Walk Apartments 3:45 PM-5:15 PM
Tuesday, March 8th
 HCPL Read Across America Day at Crosby Branch Library 10:30 AM
 Family Literacy Night with Making It Better at Coral Club Apartments 5:00 PM-7:30 PM
Saturday, March 12th
 Young Professionals Group Read Aloud at the Children’s Museum of Houston 11:00 AM-1:00 PM
Saturday, March 19th 
 Mystery at the Market at H-E-B Beechnut 9:30 AM-11:30 AM

View the complete event calendar at BushHoustonLiteracy.org


