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Houston Literacy Organizations Unite for National Read Aloud Month,  

Encouraging Families & Children to Read At Least 15 Minutes a Day 

Houston, Texas  –  Did you know that spending just 15 minutes a day reading to or with children can 

position them for long-term success in school, work and life? In recognition of National Read Aloud 

Month in March, the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation has united with 15 local 

literacy organizations to increase the awareness and importance of reading aloud to children so 

that they can learn, grow and succeed. 

“In Houston alone, three out of five children enter kindergarten lacking essential reading 

readiness skills,” said Dr. Julie Baker Finck, President of the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 

Foundation. “Research shows that reading aloud is the single most important activity that 

parents, grandparents, childcare providers, and teachers can do to help a child develop the 

foundational skills needed for learning how to read, thus decreasing low literacy rates in our 

community.” 

An essential element of a child’s development, reading aloud stimulates brain activity and helps 

with emergent literacy and developmental skills, such as building vocabulary and 

comprehension; promoting letter recognition and word structure and sparking imagination and 

creativity. It also fosters listening and attention skills; forms interpersonal bonds and self-

esteem; and establishes a positive association with books and a love of reading. Additionally, 

reading aloud in the early years exposes children to story and print knowledge, as well as to 

words and concepts uncommon in conversations or digital media.  

"Read Aloud 15 MINUTES National Campaign relies on over 10,000 partners across all 50 states 

to share our messaging with parents and caregivers", says Bob Robbins, Read Aloud's Co-

Founder and Executive Director. "Our campaign's success is dependent on organizations like the 

Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation providing local leadership and uniting organizations 

throughout a community in reminding parents to be their child’s first and most important 

teacher by reading aloud for 15 minutes every day starting at birth and continuing through 3rd 

grade." 

In observance of National Read Aloud Month and in conjunction with the National Read Aloud 

15 MINUTES campaign, the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation and 15 local literacy 



 
organizations will host an array of literacy awareness programs, events and activities to inspire 

the community to read aloud to children for at least 15 minutes a day in March and beyond.  

From reading aloud to children at local libraries and schools to attending family literacy events 

throughout the city, there are numerous opportunities for the entire family to get involved 

during National Read Aloud Month. 

These activities will be hosted by a wide range of literacy organizations including: Barbara Bush 

Houston Literacy Foundation,  Collaborative for Children, Early Matters, Harris County Public 

Library, Houston Independent School District, Spring Branch Independent School District, 

Making It Better, iWrite, The Kids’ Reading Room, Houston Center for Literacy, Literacy Advance 

of Houston, Children's Museum of Houston, Legacy Community Health Systems, Houston Public 

Library, Friends of the Houston Public Library and the Houston Area Urban League.  

To learn more about National Read Aloud Month and to view the complete calendar of local 
read aloud events taking place throughout March, please visit www.BushHoustonLiteracy.org.  

 

About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 

The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation (the Foundation) is a charitable organization with 
a mission to improve the quality of life for Houstonians through the power of literacy – the ability 
to read, write, speak clearly, and to think critically. The Foundation advocates for literacy as a 
fundamental right for everyone and views literacy as a necessary skill to achieve individual, 
family, and community success. It is founded on the belief held by former First Lady, Barbara 
Bush: “If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will be endless.”  
 
In 2013, the Bush family created the Houston-based foundation in response to the need to 
deepen the awareness of and intensify services and support for the nation’s fourth largest and 
most diverse city – Houston. Led by Co-chairs Neil and Maria Bush and President Julie Baker Finck, 
Ph. D., the Foundation is dedicated to raising awareness of the value of literacy and to mobilizing 
available area resources in order to achieve its primary goal – to increase literacy rates among 
people of all ages in Houston. To learn more about the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 
Foundation, please visit BushHoustonLiteracy.org. 
 
About Read Aloud 15 MINUTES 

Read Aloud 15 MINUTES is a non-profit organization that is working to make reading aloud 

every day for at least 15 minutes the new standard in child care. When every child is read aloud 

to for 15 minutes every day from birth, more children will be ready to learn when they enter 

kindergarten, more children will have the literacy skills needed to succeed in school, and more 

children will be prepared for a productive and meaningful life after school. For more 

information, visit ReadAloud.org. 

http://www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/

