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Barbara Bush and JJ Watt Talk Strategy

Dear Houston Community,

On behalf of Neil and Maria Bush, Chairs of the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Founda�on, I 

wish to express deepest gra�tude to the individuals, corpora�ons and family founda�ons for 

their generosity in suppor�ng our 22nd annual A Celebra�on of Reading which took place on

April 21st at the Hobby Center. Because of our �tle sponsor, Phillips 66, and many other

donors, more than $2.1 million was raised for a third consecu�ve year to help advance the 

mission of the Founda�on. This is just a true testament to the value that Houstonians con�nue 

to place on ensuring the future economic and social vitality of our city through the power of

literacy.

Many people are to thank for helping to make A Celebra�on of Reading a memorable evening

for the nearly 1,800 a�endees. First and foremost, best-selling authors Kelly Corrigan,

Dr. David Eagleman, Jon Meacham, and Brad Meltzer though�ully contributed their �me and 

talent by bringing their work to life onstage. Houston Texan’s JJ Wa� graciously escorted First

Lady of Literacy Barbara Bush onstage and helped kick off the event. In addi�on, the 80-

member gospel choir led by Ernest Walker and Chad Brawle blessed us with their vocal gi�s.

Also, A Celebra�on of Reading would simply not have been possible without the exper�se of Ward and Ames Special Events,

DPWPR, Deutser, Rees Produc�ons, and Empower Events, along with Jackson and Company which catered the event.

I encourage you to read the recap of A Celebra�on of Reading in this issue of The Literacy Connec�on and check out the photos on

our Facebook page at Facebook.com/BushHoustonLiteracy. Please also mark your calendar to a�end the 23rd annual A Celebra�on 

of Reading on Thursday, April 20, 2017. It is an event that you will not want to miss!

Finally, thank you for your ongoing support. I encourage you to find more ways to get involved with us, whether as a member of 

our Young Professionals’ Group or Ladies for Literacy Guild, as a volunteer or donor of your �me, money or books.  Together, we 

can make a difference. 

Yours in service,

Julie Baker Finck, Ph. D.

President

First Lady Barbara Bush and Houston Texans Star JJ Wa� have teamed up again 

to tackle low literacy rates in Houston. They recently met at the Bush family

residence to film a short video which premiered on May 14th at the JJ Wa� 

Charity Classic, which you can read about on the back of this issue. In the

video, Barbara Bush and JJ Wa� “talk strategy” for how to solve Houston’s 

literacy crisis. Their game-changing strategy involves ge�ng more families to 

read with their children every day for at least 15 minutes. Adopt the game-

changing strategy for your own playbook and pledge to join us in our mission

to solve Houston’s literacy crisis.

Dr. Julie Baker Finck with Founda�on

Chairs Neil and Maria Bush.

Barbara Bush and JJ get cozy on the couch during

filming of a new PSA.



How Summer Can Make or Break a Child’s Academic Future

Whether it’s volunteering with adults in an English as a Second Language course, sor�ng books at your local library, or mentoring a 

child—just one volunteer is enough to change a life. As summer is approaching, we encourage high school and college students to

consider taking �me this summer to make a difference by volunteering. Through our volunteer portal Connect4Literacy.org, 

volunteers have access to automated individualized transcripts of volunteer hours, specific volunteer opportuni�es related to 

interests, and a community of literacy-driven volunteers.

Join our volunteers who have already contributed more than 30,000 hours in

service to help combat the literacy crisis in our community. Literacy Partners

offering volunteer opportuni�es for high school and/or middle school students 

include: Making It Be�er, Friends of the Houston Public Library, Nabor House

Community, and Houston Area Urban League. This represents just a few of

those providing volunteer op�ons for energe�c young people. Students are also 

welcome to volunteer with their family members as the power of volunteering is

strengthened in numbers.

Ready to get involved? Visit Connect4Literacy.org today to sign up for a volunteer

opportunity! It’s a great way to impact your community during the summer and

help improve literacy rates.

A Summer of Service to Others

It may come as no surprise that students living in economically

struggling households enter school facing an uphill ba�le as 

compared to their more affluent peers. While teachers and 

principals work �relessly to close this socio-economic achievement

gap during the school year, children who lack access to books or

meaningful learning opportuni�es during the months when school is 

no longer in session experience a decline in reading skill levels. This

phenomenon is o�en referred to as the “summer slide” and is

extremely impac�ul for children in low-income households and

those learning English.

The summer slide, according to researchers Alexander and Entwisle

(as cited in Smith and Brewer, 2007), is the “primary cause of

widening achievement gaps between students of lower and higher

socio-economic levels.” Summer reading loss accumulates from year

to year. By the end of the fi�h grade, researchers found that 

students had fallen two years behind their middle-class peer groups

in reading and verbal abili�es due solely to the “summer slide” (Smith and Brewer).

In response to this very real crisis, the Founda�on has awarded the Houston Area Urban League a grant to host summer reading

camps in four HISD high school feeder pa�erns: Kashmere, Scarborough, Wheatley, and Washington. These three- day camps will

serve nearly 1,000 children in kindergarten through fi�h grade. Each camp will kick off with a Family Literacy Night designed to 

engage parents and caregivers in the literacy process. The camps will include an array of interac�ve reading, wri�ng, speaking and 

cri�cal thinking ac�vi�es for the children.

We are proud to collaborate with our partners at United Way of Greater Houston, My Brother’s Keeper Houston, and

the Houston Symphony to offer the camps. Phillips 66, Target and PricewaterhouseCoopers have already commi�ed to engaging 

their employees as volunteers. If your company, church or civic club is able to join us for a day or more of service, please contact

Kristen Stubbs at 346-212-2310 or at Development@BushHoustonLiteracy.org. Individuals may visitConnect4Literacy.org and

search “Summer Reading Camp” to sign up as volunteers.

Volunteer reads with children at 2015 Summer Reading Camps

hosted by the Founda�on and Houston Area Urban League. 

Ke Wallace reads aloud to a child during a Na�onal 

Read Aloud Month event.



Ladies for Literacy Guild to Host

Power of Literacy Luncheon

The newly chartered Ladies for Literacy Guild is

excited to announce the inaugural Power of

Literacy luncheon, to be held on Wednesday,

September 14, 2016 at the River Oaks Country

Club. This dynamic group of women is commi�ed 

to carrying forth Barbara Bush's legacy in literacy

and suppor�ng the Founda�on.

The luncheon, chaired by Alice Mosing, will

feature keynote speaker Dr. Patricia Kuhl, who is

interna�onally recognized for her research on 

early language and brain development in children.

Dr. Kuhl's work has played a major role in

demonstra�ng how early exposure to language 

alters the brain. It has implica�ons for cri�cal periods in development, for bilingual educa�on and reading readiness, 

developmental disabili�es involving language, and research on computer understanding of speech. She has presented at the 

White House, on the Discovery Channel, PBS, and has been featured in The New York Times, Time, and Newsweek.

Power of Literacy Luncheon sponsorships, tables, and �ckets are available now. Reserve your seats now. For more informa�on on 

the 2016 Power of Literacy luncheon, contact Kristen Stubbs at Development@BushHoustonLiteracy.org or 346-212-2310.

Connect4Literacy.org Design Relaunch

We are thrilled to unveil exci�ng new content and enhanced features on Connect4Literacy.org to benefit our volunteers’ online 

experience. These improvements will engage and equip our community to more ac�vely support the literacy cause.

Since October 2014, Connect4Literacy.org has welcomed 50 partners, engaged more than 10,000 user accounts, and verified more

than 35,000 hours of completed service. These milestones illustrate how valuable Connect4Literacy.org is engaging the en�re 

community in the fight to improve literacy rates in Houston. Given these accomplishments, we decided it was �me to go bigger 

and be�er.

We convened a team of dedicated professionals to evaluate the website to iden�fy ways we could improve the user experience

for volunteers. Connect4Literacy.org is growing and moving in an exci�ng direc�on. We hope you appreciate the site

enhancements. We look forward to seeing our volunteers online and in the community!

Young Professionals Group member Chris Miorin reads aloud to a

child at the Children’s Museum of Houston.

Volunteers and students crea�ng FLIP kits for the Read Houston 

Read program.



www.facebook.com/BushHoustonLiteracy

www.twitter.com/BushHoustonLit

www.instagram.com/BushHoustonLit

www.Pinterest.com/BushHoustonLit

Literacy All-Star Team at Minute Maid Park

On Saturday May 14th we were one of the 30,000 plus a�endees at 

Minute Maid Park for the 4th Annual JJ Wa� Charity Classic. The

so�ball game was kicked off with a special appearance by 

Mrs. Barbara Bush who sported custom ‘Wa� 99’ socks to 

throw out the ceremonial first pitch. The First Lady and 

President George H.W. Bush were in a�endance as the latest 

literacy awareness PSA featuring Wa� and Mrs. Bush premiered to a 

packed Minute Maid crowd.

The special PSA is the second awareness video filmed by the duo. 

The ini�al collabora�on took place back in September 2014 and 

featured Mrs. Bush donning shoulder pads and eye black to partner

with Wa� to tackle low literacy. The purpose of the latest PSA is to 

get more parents reading with their children at least 15 minutes a

day. Wa� calls upon families to join their team: “Make reading aloud 

for at least 15 minutes a daily habit in your family.”

We are thankful to the Jus�n J. Wa� Founda�on and JJ Wa� for invi�ng us to team up with them at this impac�ul event and for 

the on-going support of their partnership to our Founda�on. Visit us at Facebook.com/BushHoustonLiteracy to see photos

from the event or YouTube.com/BushHoustonLit to watch the PSA en�tled Barbara Bush and JJ Wa� Talk Strategy.

The First Lady throws a strike to literacy all-star JJ Wa�. 

Photo courtesy of the Jus�n J. Wa� Founda�on. 


