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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                              
March 7, 2017   

       
 

Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation to Welcome Impressive Lineup of Authors  
for 23rd Annual A Celebration of Reading 2017 

Celebration to support Former First Lady Barbara Bush’s local & national literacy efforts 
 
 
HOUSTON – The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation announces an outstanding lineup 
of authors for the 23rd annual A Celebration of Reading fundraising event in Houston. This year’s stellar 
group includes Grammy nominated Comedian and New York Times Bestselling author Jim 
Gaffigan, and New York Times Bestselling Authors Sue Grafton and Bill Browder, along with  
special performances and speakers. This event, hosted by former First Lady Barbara Bush and Maria 
and Neil Bush, co-chairs of the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, will be held on 
Thursday, April 20, 2017 at the Hobby Center for the Performing Arts. 
 
“Maria and I look forward to this event every year and are honored to be a part of such a special 
night.  We appreciate the outpouring of support and enthusiasm by the Houston community for this 
outstanding event and literacy initiative,” said Neil Bush. “In the words of my mother and First Lady 
Barbara Bush: ‘If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will be endless.’ This 
event celebrates the importance of reading and raises funds necessary to increase literacy rates across 
Houston and the rest of our country.” 
 
Phillips 66 will serve as the title sponsor of A Celebration of Reading for the third year in a row, 
continuing its involvement in supporting Houston literacy efforts by advancing the Foundation’s 
mission to improve the quality of life through the power of literacy. The Quanex Foundation will 
serve as the event’s first ever presenting sponsor.  Tickets, tables and sponsorships for the event are 
available for purchase.   
 
A Celebration of Reading supports local literacy efforts led by the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 
Foundation, as well as national efforts through the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy. 
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, founded by the Bush family, aims to broaden 
awareness of the literacy crisis that affects Houstonians of all ages and to emphasize that literacy is a 
foundational skill that leads to success in life. The organization also aims to mobilize more 
volunteers to do their part by registering as a volunteer at www.Connect4Literacy.org. For more 
information on A Celebration of Reading, please visit our website at bushhoustonliteracy.org, or call 
346-212-2310.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.connect4literacy.org/
file://MAIN/Clientfiles/Barbara%20Bush%20Houston%20Literacy%20Foundation/HCOR%202015/bushhoustonliteracy.org
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About the Authors 

Jim Gaffigan is a Grammy nominated Comedian, New York Times 
Best Selling author, and multi-platinum selling performer. His first 
book Dad is Fat was released in 2013 by Crown Publishing, debuting 
on the New York Times bestsellers list at #5 and remaining in the 
top 20 for 178 weeks. His second book Food: A Love Story was 
released in 2014 and his Comedy Central Special Obsessed, 
premiering on April 27, 2014 became the most watched standup 
special that year. The Chesterton, Indiana native has worked on 
numerous TV commercials, feature films, and TV series as a writer, 
producer, and actor. Jim and his wife and Chief co-writer Jeannie live 
with their five children Marre, Katie Louise, Jack, Michael, and 
Patrick in New York City.  
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Grafton is an American author best known for her detective 
novels and ‘alphabet series’ featuring private investigator Kinsey 
Millhone. The Louisville, Kentucky native currently lives in 
Montecito, California just outside of Santa Barbara, the basis for the 
fictional town of Santa Teresa in which the alphabet novels are set. 
Sue began writing at 18 and finished her first novel just a few years 
later. After publishing two novels she turned her attention to writing 
screenplays for TV movies before developing the ideas for the 
alphabet novels. Sue and her husband Steven split their time between 
Montecito and Louisville where he teaches at universities in both 
cities. She has three children and seven grandchildren, including a 
granddaughter named Kinsey.  
 
 
 
 
Bill Browder, founder and CEO of Hermitage Capital Management, 
was the largest foreign investor of Russia until 2005. Since 2009, 
when his lawyer, Sergei Magnitsky, was murdered in prison after 
uncovering a $230 million fraud committed by Russian government 
officials, Browder has been leading a campaign to expose Russia’s 
endemic corruption and human rights abuses. His efforts led to the 
US Congress passing the Magnitsky Act, as well as the European 
Parliament unanimously passing a resolution to impose sanctions on 
over 30 Russians complicit in the Magnitsky case. His book Red 
Notice: A True Story of High Finance, Murder, and One Man’s Fight 
for Justice was release in 2015. He holds a BS in economics from the 
University of Chicago and an MBA from Stanford Business School.   
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About Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, co-chaired by Neil and Maria Bush, was 
established as a charitable organization focused on improving the quality of life for Houston 
residents through the power of literacy. The Foundation advocates for literacy as a fundamental 
right of everyone and a foundational skill towards success in life. It is founded on the belief held by 
Barbara Bush, former First Lady, “If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will 
be endless.” In 2013, Neil and Maria Bush created the Houston-based foundation separate from the 
Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy, a national foundation, in response to the need to 
deepen the awareness of and intensify services and support for the nation’s fourth largest and most 
diverse city – Houston. For more information, visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/ or follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter @bushhoustonlit.  
 
Media Contacts 
Dancie Perugini Ware Public Relations / 713.224.9115      
Christie Garella/christie@dpwpr.com 
Molly McMurtry/molly@dpwpr.com 
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