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BARBARA BUSH HOUSTON LITERACY FOUNDATION DONATES  

ONE-OF-A-KIND MOBILE LIBRARY TO HARRIS COUNTY 
$250,000 Curiosity Cruiser takes reading and books on the road for Houston children 

 
HOUSTON – The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation’s Ladies for Literacy Guild is excited to 
announce the donation of the Curiosity Cruiser to the Harris County Public Library, which is ready to hit the 
streets.  The one-of-a-kind, $250,000 mobile library will travel to low-income Houston neighborhoods, 
providing children and families access to books and exciting educational programs that integrate reading with 
science, math, technology, reading, writing and arts.  In addition, the Curiosity Cruiser will help children build 
their own home libraries and provide opportunities for them to participate in reading clubs and other creative 
activities.   
 
“We are thrilled to partner with the Harris County Public Library to expand educational programs and services 
to the people across the greater Houston area” said Dr. Julie Baker Finck, President of the Barbara Bush 
Houston Literacy Foundation.  “The Curiosity Cruiser is a demonstration of the power that volunteers can 
have in solving big problems in our city. Our Ladies for Literacy Guild is a volunteer-based auxiliary group of 
women who care deeply about our community. They recognized that there was a gap in access to quality, 
educational programs and books for economically disadvantaged children, so they’ve worked hard the past year 
to raise funds, develop key partnerships and create the one-of-a-kind library on wheels.”  
 
In addition to the being outfitted with the latest technology, hundreds of new books, and engaging activities, 
the Curiosity Cruiser travels with its very own superheroes sure to inspire and engage children!  Owlbotron 
(owl) and Northtale (fox), the superhero forces behind Curiosity Cruiser’s wheels, are a fighting-for-literacy 
duo who will help inspire Houston children to gain access to great books and opportunities — leading to a 
lifelong enjoyment of reading and the ability to reach further in their futures.  Strong and wise, Owlbotron 
seeks to bring knowledge and power into children’s lives, while Northtale, librarian by day and superhero 
through and through, is dedicated to equipping children with the tools they need to reach their full potential.   
 
“The Ladies for Literacy Guild is excited to donate the Curiosity Cruiser and engage as volunteers in the delivery 
of programs and services to children and families,” said Betty Hrncir, Guild President. “So many people have 
committed their time, talent and resources to making this possible, and it is truly wonderful to make this 
extraordinary gift just in time for the holidays.” 
 



“The Curiosity Cruiser is an incredible gift for which I am deeply grateful,” said Edward Melton, Director of 
the Harris County Public Library. “Through this mobile library, we will be able to take the vast and rich 
resources and programs of the library system into the community where and to whom they are needed most.” 
 
In addition to funds raised through the annual Power of Literacy Luncheon hosted by the Ladies for Literacy 
Guild, CITGO, The Lester & Sue Smith Foundation, Phillips 66 and the Frank and Stephanie Tsuru family, 
have given generously to support the Curiosity Cruiser.  Local female-owned companies Love Advertising and 
General Truck Body provided design and customization expertise for the Curiosity Cruiser and its mascots. 
More information about the Curiosity Cruiser can be found at www.CuriosityCruiser.com.   
 
 
About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, co-chaired by Neil and Maria Bush, was established as a 
charitable organization focused on improving the quality of life for Houston residents through the power of 
literacy. The Foundation advocates for literacy as a fundamental right of everyone and a foundational skill 
towards success in life. It is founded on the belief held by Barbara Bush, former First Lady, “If you help a 
person to read, then their opportunities in life will be endless.” In 2013, the Bush Family created the Houston-
based foundation separate from the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy, a national foundation, in 
response to the need to deepen the awareness of and intensify services and support for the nation’s fourth 
largest and most diverse city – Houston. For more information, visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org or follow 
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bushhoustonliteracy  on Twitter @bushhoustonlit and on Instagram 
@bushhoustonlit.  
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