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BARBARA BUSH HOUSTON LITERACY FOUNDATION WELCOMES LINEUP OF 
PROMINENT AUTHORS FOR 24th ANNUAL A CELEBRATION OF READING 

Annual event to take place April 19, 2018 honoring Former First Lady Barbara Bush’s  
local & national literacy efforts 

 

HOUSTON – The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation (Foundation) will host an impressive lineup 

of authors for the 24th annual A Celebration of Reading fundraising event in Houston.  The annual signature event, 

hosted by former First Lady Barbara Bush, and by Maria and Neil Bush, co-founders of the Foundation, shines 

light on the importance of reading in our community.  

 

The 2018 lineup features four New York Times bestselling authors including: John Kasich, the 69th and current 

governor of Ohio and author of Two Paths: America Divided or United; Clive Cussler, founder of the National 

Underwater and Marine Agency and author of the Typhoon Fury; Jim Gaffigan, Grammy-nominated comedian, 

performer and author of Food: A Love Story; and Candice Millard, journalist, 2017 BIO Award winner and 

author of Hero of the Empire: The Boer War, a Daring Escape, and the Making of Winston Churchill.  Christina “CK” 

Kerley, Rutgers Business School faculty member and author of eBooks including The Smart Revolution and Future 

Proof, rounds out the lineup.  Additional entertainment includes country artist Mary Sarah, a top 10 finalist on 

The Voice Season 11, as well as Victoria White and The Houston Choir, a gospel choir whose impromptu signing 

at the George R. Brown Convention Center following Hurricane Harvey went viral on social media and landed 

them on The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon.   

 

The charitable event will take place on the evening of Thursday, April 19, 2018 at the Hobby Center for the 

Performing Arts, and proceeds will benefit the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation and the Barbara 

Bush Foundation for Family Literacy. 

 

“Literacy is so fundamental to the success of every life we can touch, and that’s the most important reason why 

I look forward to A Celebration of Reading every year,” said former First Lady Barbara Bush. “This incredible 

event reminds me of the progress we have made on our journey to empower people with an equal opportunity 

to succeed in school, work and life, which is only achievable through the ability to read, write, and understand. 

This event is also an opportunity to celebrate the joy reading can provide and to shine a light on the year to 

come.” 

  

In addition, this year’s A Celebration of Reading event marks the fifth anniversary of the Barbara Bush Houston 

Literacy Houston Foundation, established by Neil and Maria Bush.  Since inception in 2013, the Barbara Bush 



Houston Literacy Foundation has taken on the important role in championing the literacy cause in the 

community by raising awareness, mobilizing volunteers, and investing in programs to increase literacy rates. 

  

“It has been incredible to witness the thousands of volunteers and community and corporate partners who 

have given selflessly of their time, talent and treasures to advance our mission of improving lives through the 

power of literacy,” said Neil Bush, co-chairman of the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation. “Maria and 

I are overwhelmed with pride and gratitude for the significant efforts that have been undertaken over the past 

5 years and are confident, that with continued support from the Houston community, we can make even greater 

strides over the next 5 years. 

 

Phillips 66 will serve as the title sponsor of A Celebration of Reading for the fourth year in a row, continuing its 

leadership position in the community to promote the literacy cause. The Quanex Foundation and the 

Honorable Hushang and Shahla Ansary will serve as presenting sponsors of the event. 

 

A Celebration of Reading supports local literacy efforts led by the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, as 

well as national efforts through the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy. Tickets, tables and 

sponsorships for the event are available for purchase on the Foundation’s website at bushhoustonliteracy.org. 

For more information on A Celebration of Reading, call 713-467-2812 or email events@bushhoustonliteracy.org. 

 

About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 

The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation is a charitable organization formed by Neil and Maria Bush 

to carry forth First Lady Barbara Bush’s legacy in the literacy cause and to focus deeply on breaking the 

intergenerational cycle of low literacy in the Bush family’s hometown. Founded on Mrs. Bush’s belief, “If you 

help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will be endless,” the Barbara Bush Foundation’s mission 

is to improve lives through the power of literacy – the ability to read, write, speak clearly and think critically. 

The Foundation serves as the champion across the Greater Houston area for the literacy cause, raising 

awareness for the value and importance of literacy, mobilizing volunteers and resources to build critical capacity 

of community-based literacy providers, and investing in local literacy programs and services that support 

children and families to develop strong literacy skills for success. For more information, visit 

www.bushhoustonliteracy.org or follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bushhoustonliteracy  on 

Twitter @bushhoustonlit and on Instagram @bushhoustonlit.  
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