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Improving Lives Through  
the Power Of Literacy



Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Through collaborative efforts with corporate and community partners and volunteers, more children, adults, and families have 
access to high-quality literacy programs and services. The steadfast focus on our singular purpose of helping more people to 
learn how to read, write and comprehend is inspired by Barbara Bush’s vision of literacy for all. 

Our growing coalition embodies a spirit of selflessness and stewardship as we 
continue to accelerate our efforts to meet the needs of underserved children 
and families across our city. We have made tremendous strides towards 
reaching our ambitious, yet achievable goals. However, we collectively must 
create a greater sense of urgency around the issue of low literacy and harness 
more resources to solve this pervasive problem plaguing our future vitality 
and prosperity.

Community support has been integral to our success. Efforts on behalf  
of those who serve as champions for literacy have generated a deep impact  
that reverberates through our great city. It is only through this collective and 
united commitment that our city and its people will thrive. 

We thank you for your contributions of time, talent, and treasures as we work 
towards inspiring a new generation of great leaders and citizens through the 
power of literacy.

Sincerely,

Maria & Neil Bush 
Co-ChairsJulie Baker Finck, Ph.D. 

President

Honoring the Living Legacy of Barbara Bush

Barbara Bush will forever serve as our inspiration for helping people 
reach their fullest potential in life through the power of literacy. 
Decades ago, she set out to raise awareness about the value and 
importance of reading and expand family literacy programs across 
America. She was a tireless advocate of volunteerism and for literacy 
as a fundamental human right.  Recognized fondly as the “First Lady 
of Literacy,” Barbara Bush championed the literacy cause while in 
the White House and played an integral role in advocating for the 
passage of the National Literacy Act of 1991. Her fervent passion and 
unwavering commitment persisted throughout her life.

The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation’s mission is rooted  
in her belief, “If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in 
life will be endless.” We are committed to carrying forth her vision of 
literacy for all and making her hometown of Houston a model city for 
others to follow.  We invite you to make literacy your legacy.

Julie Baker Finck, Neil Bush, and Maria Bush.
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$100,000 – 499,000

Cheniere Cares

ConocoPhillips

Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Hess

Kinder Foundation

Kathrine McGovern/John P. 
McGovern Foundation

The Lester & Sue Smith Foundation

The McIngvale Family

Quanex Foundation

 

Donor Recognition

$25,000 – 49,999
Air Liquide

Andrew Delaney Foundation

CenterPoint Energy

Coneway Family Foundation

Rania & Jamal Daniel

Linda & Archie Dunham

The Elkins Foundation

EOG Resources

Carol & Frank Gruen

H-E-B

Jackson Hicks & Milton Townsend

ION Geophysical

Light Charitable Trust

Memorial Hermann 

Patterson - UTI

Perry Homes Foundation

Rob & Anne McKee Family Foundation

Susan & Fayez Sarofim

Save the Children Federation, Inc.

Stavis & Cohen Financial, LLC

Stephanie & Frank Tsuru

$50,000 – 99,000
The Carnrite Group, LLC

Christian Brothers Automotive 
Foundation

Cathy & Joe Cleary

Gail & Greg Garland

Houston Children’s Charity

Marathon Oil

McNair Interests

PwC

Shell Oil Company

$15,000 – 24,999
Beryl Oil & Gas

Bessemer Trust Company

Charlene Carroll

CITGO 

Comcast

Patricia & Sig Cornelius

Brenda & John Duncan

Teresa & Greg Ebel

Exxon Mobil Corporation

EY

Sidney & Don Faust

Paula Goldstein

The Jansing-Cook Foundation

Jiangnan Environmental Technology Inc.

Keating Family Foundation

Paula & Steve Letbetter

LyondellBasell

MBR Financial

Elizabeth McIngvale

Mizuho Bank, USA

Robert & Kay Onstead Foundation

Scholastic 

Scurlock Foundation

Segment Wealth Management, LLC

Silver Eagle Distributing

$500,000+
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“Maria and I wish to express our 
deepest gratitude to our wonderful 
donors, without whom our literacy 
mission would not be possible.”
   -Neil Bush



Improving literacy across one of the largest and most diverse 
cities in the country is a massive undertaking, but with a 
focus on executing these three imperatives, we will make a 
demonstrable impact in helping more people learn to read. 

Our aspiration is for Houston to become a model for other 
cities and to ignite a literacy movement across our nation. 
We thank you for your ongoing commitment to this bold 
vision and working with us to ensure success for our children, 
prosperity of our families, and the vitality of our city.

About the Foundation

 Foundation Co-Chairs Neil & Maria Bush at the 2018 
 A Celebration of Reading.       Photo credit: Dave Rossman

A vision transforms an organization and provides a vivid description  
of the future state for all stakeholders involved. Houston is approaching an 
inflection point in its history and there is no better time than now  
to make an impact – a real, generation-shaping impact – on the future  
of our community and the children who will write the next chapter  
in our community’s story. 

OUR VISION
By 2030, every child in Houston will be able to read at or above grade level 
by the third grade. How will we get there? It is impossible for the Barbara 
Bush Houston Literacy Foundation to single-handedly address the pervasive 
issue of low literacy rates that plagues our city. Rather, what we can do is 
considerably grow and build on the great work we have been pursuing for 
the past five years: establishing coalitions of community partners, raising 
awareness and financial resources, and investing  
in evidenced-based literacy programs, materials, and services that yield 
results. To do this, we will focus on three strategic imperatives that  
we believe will help us achieve this grand vision.

Parents will be empowered  
to be their child’s first and most 
important teachers. 

Every child in Houston will  
have access to books of his  
or her choice in the home.

Every child in Houston will  
have access to an expansive 
network of reading volunteers.

1 2

3

imperative imperative

imperative
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Foundation Board of Directors and Staff

STAFF

Julie Baker Finck, Ph.D.
President 

........................................

José Paulo Calvillo
Director of Operations 

........................................

Kime Smith
Director of Strategic Partnerships

........................................

Alexa Bode
Marketing & Communications 

Manager

Aubrey Leatherman
Development Coordinator 
........................................

Maria Leija
Operations Coordinator
........................................ 

Olivia Lewis
Program Coordinator

........................................

Ashley Monic
Outreach & Engagement 

Coordinator

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Maria & Neil Bush
........................................

Martha Carnes
........................................

Greg Garland
........................................

Terri Lacy
........................................

Steve Maislin
........................................

Y. Ping Sun
........................................

Renée Wizig-Barrios

Financials

20
18

EXPENSES BY FUNCTIONAL CATEGORY: 

 MANAGEMENT      $270,744 
 FUNDRAISING      $937,206 
 PROGRAM     $2,808,928

$5.07 $4.02 MILLION
IN REVENUE

 MILLION
IN EXPENSES

$1.05  MILLION
GRANTS TO LITERACY 
ORGANIZATIONS
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PROGRAM
70%

MANAGEMENT
7%

FUNDRAISING
23%



In 2018, children in 85 organizations were served

 38
Elementary 

Schools

5
Pre-Schools

 25
Childcare 
Centers

 17
Special 

Programs

2018 Key Initiatives

My Home Library
When children have access to books in their homes and have a choice 
in selecting the books, they read more frequently and achieve at 
higher academic levels. Unfortunately, 61% of low-income families 
have no books at all in their home. To address the book gap, the 
Foundation launched the My Home Library program in 2017, which 
aims to equip economically disadvantaged children with brand 
new books of their choice. A custom-built 
website enables children to create a wish-list 
of books for which a donor may sponsor. 
Donors may sponsor a home library for an 
individual child, a classroom,  
a grade level, a school, or make a general donation in support  
of the My Home Library initiative. Special discounted pricing  
on books through partnership with the publishers makes placing 
books in the hands of children affordable. 

More than 25,000 Houston children received home libraries  
in 2018, a 120% increase over home libraries distributed in 2017. 
Cheniere Energy, Dollar General Literacy Foundation and Phillips 
66 are presenting sponsors of the My Home Library program. 
Several other companies, including Air Liquide, Hess Corporation, 
LyondellBasell, Marathon Oil Corporation, Perry Homes, Save the 
Children, Elite MMA, and Stone Acorn Builders sponsored home 
libraries for every child in a high-need school. We are eager  
to grow and evolve the program to serve more than 27,500 children 
in 2019.

Jefferson Elementary School
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25,191 children served through  
My Home Library in 2018. 
In addition to My Home Library, 
we distributed 65,573 books  
to 19 literacy partners.

“

My babies were “over the moon” with the generosity and love shown to them…I constantly try to 
encourage reading by providing silent reading time in my class and helping them select books that 
actually interest them, but this was far more successful than anything I could have done in class.

-Ashley Evetts, Lewis Elementary School Teacher“



“
“

The Curiosity Cruiser is an incredible gift for which I am deeply grateful. Through this mobile library,    
we are able to take the vast and rich resources and programs of the library system into the community 
where and to whom they are needed most.  
 -Edward Melton, Director of the Harris County Public Library

Curiosity Cruiser
The Curiosity Cruiser, a super library on wheels, hit the streets of Houston in January of 2018 thanks to our Ladies for Literacy Guild 
and a partnership with the Harris County Public Library system. Outfitted with the latest technology, and of course, lots of books,  
the Curiosity Cruiser is enriching the lives of disadvantaged children by providing them with amazing learning opportunities where 
they live and play. 

2018 Key Initiatives

The Curiosity Cruiser assists children in building their very own home 
library providing children an opportunity to participate in weekly science, 
technology, engineering and math programs that help them to improve their 
literacy skills, gain social skills through team-based activities and reading 
clubs, and express themselves through art and music. They also learn visual 
arts like photography and digital media, inspire their creativity using LEGO 
sets, 3D printers, and robotics, and solve problems and promote critical 
thinking. 

The Curiosity Cruiser was made possible through the vision of the Ladies  
for Literacy Guild and our generous sponsors Citgo, The Lester & Sue Smith 
Foundation, and Phillips 66.

A second Curiosity Cruiser will be launched in 2019 thanks to the generosity  
of Citgo, Houston Children’s Charity and the Ladies for Literacy Guild.
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2018 IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

 243
Locations 

Visited

3,566 
Children 
Served

 7,000
Miles 

Traveled

 18,972
Books 

Distributed



Read Houston Read
Read Houston Read is an innovative program in HISD to help 
struggling first- and second-graders improve their reading skills 
with the help of adult volunteer mentors. Launched during the 
2014-2015 school year, Read Houston Read has expanded from 
40 schools to 55 HISD elementary schools over the past five 
years. 

Through the Read Houston Read program, volunteers can  
share the magic of books by reading to a child, engaging  
in fun activities that directly relate to the reading, building upon 
vocabulary and comprehension, and listening to a child read  
as they share their own book with a reading mentor. 
The program offers both in-person and online volunteer 
opportunities, giving a mentor the flexibility to participate from                    

    virtually any location. 

During 2018, nearly 750 volunteers committed at least 30 minutes each week as a Read Houston Read Mentor to more than 
1,000 students. Read Houston Read is supported through a partnership among the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation,  
Children’s Museum of Houston, HISD, Phillips 66, PriceWaterhouseCoopers, and the Wayne Duddlesten Foundation. Learn more at 
ReadHoustonRead.com.

Connect4Literacy.org  
Connect4Literacy.org is Houston’s “go-to” website for 
members of the community to sign up and serve as 
volunteers in the literacy cause. We host the website 
free of charge to over 100 literacy organizations—public 
libraries, schools and nonprofits—across Houston so 
that they can post volunteer opportunities and manage 
volunteer experiences.

2018 Key Initiatives
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WE CAN FIND MEANING AND REWARD BY 
SERVING SOME HIGHER PURPOSE THAN 
OURSELVES, A SHINING PURPOSE, THE 

ILLUMINATION OF A THOUSAND POINTS 
OF LIGHT… WE ALL HAVE SOMETHING TO 

GIVE.

“

”- President George H.W. Bush



2018 Key Initiatives

Camp Adventure! 
Established five years ago, Camp Adventure! is a summer learning program  to mitigate the ‘summer slide’ 
by engaging elementary children in S.T.E.A.M. (science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) and 
reading activities. During the two-week camps, more than 700 volunteers and staff engaged children in 
hands-on learning activities such as science experiments from the Children’s Museum of Houston, cooking 
classes and demos with the Houston Food Bank, drama experiences with Theatre Under the Stars, music classes and 
performances from the Houston Symphony, and exciting games from the American Heart Association. 

Camp Adventure! was funded in partnership with Phillips 66, Target Corporation, EOG Resources, HISD, JP Morgan, Marathon Oil,  and 
volunteer support from civic-minded companies, including Cheniere Energy, KPMG, CBS Radio, Schlumberger,  Bank of Texas, EOG 
Resources, JP Morgan Chase, Marathon Oil, Phillips 66, PwC, Target, and more!

24 

PARTNERS
413 

VOLUNTEERS
2,942 

HOURS
333 

CAMPERS

THE ADVENTURES OF 2018
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Photo credit: Michelle Watson, CatchLight Group



Ladies for Literacy
The mission of the Ladies for Literacy Guild is to mobilize resources to foster 
a love of reading through the power of literacy by Rallying members and 
supporters for the advancement of literacy, Enriching the lives of those in the 
Houston community through literacy, Advocating the importance of literacy, 
and Devoting time, talent, and resources to ensure success of the mission. 

Since the auxiliary group was founded in 2015 by 97 women, membership has 
grown to over 300 members. This dynamic group of women has been a force for 
change in the community through their signature initiatives, which includes the 
$350,000 Curiosity Cruiser mobile library, with a second Curiosity Cruiser set to 
debut in Fall 2019.  

Young Professionals Group
The Young Professionals Group (YPG) was formed in 2014  

to engage the next generation of Houston’s leaders in the literacy 

cause. The YPG is comprised of over 200 members who are service-

minded and eager to make an impact in our city. Members are able 

to participate in networking and social events, serve in leadership 

roles, and volunteer in meaningful service activities that help 

make a difference in the lives of disadvantaged children and their 

families.

Their signature initiatives include small-group, reading mentorship 

programs at Jefferson Elementary in HISD, a Tacky Sweater Party 

through which they’ve distributed more than 2,800 home libraries 

to pre-school aged children, the annual Jungle Book Gala, and       

bi-monthly networking events.

 

 Members of the YPG paint lockers at Jefferson Elemntary School as book      
 spines. 

Stephanie Tsuru, 2018 Guild president reads aloud to children 
during National Read Aloud Month volunteer event. 
Photo credit: Hung Truong

Auxiliary Groups

The Power of Literacy luncheon hosted by the Ladies 
for Literacy Guild has been a sell-out since its inception 
in 2016, and its Second Annual Community Book Drive 
in 2018 garnered more than 50,000 books. The books 
helped to stock the Curiosity Cruiser and arm dozens of 
literacy partners with books to fuel their programs. 
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    2018 Book Drive Committee of the Ladies for Literacy Guild.   
    Photo Credit: Priscilla Dickinson



Jungle Book Gala

2018
24TH ANNUAL EVENT 
.......................................

RAISED 

$2.46 MILLION

Signature Events
A Celebration of Reading
For 25 years, A Celebration of Reading has increased awareness for the important cause of literacy and served as the signature  
fundraiser event to advance Barbara Bush’s legacy and help more people realize their fullest potential in life through the power of literacy.  
This spectacular occasion, featuring national bestselling authors and notable entertainers, is held annually at the Hobby Center  
for the Performing Arts. Funds garnered through this incredible event support literacy programs and services in Houston through the 
Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation and across our country through the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy.

CHAIRS

AUTHORS FEATURED

Maria & Neil Bush

Clive Cussler 
........................................

Jim Gaffigan 
........................................

John Kasich
........................................

CK Kerley
.......................................

Candice Millard

Power of Literacy Luncheon
The Ladies for Literacy Guild hosts the Power of Literacy Luncheon 
each year to shine light on the cause former First Lady Barbara Bush 
championed for nearly 30 years – literacy. The third annual event, held 
in the fall of 2018, helped support the Guild’s activities and literacy 
initiatives. Since its inception, the Ladies for Literacy Guild has raised 
nearly $1 million through the Power of Literacy Luncheons to fund 
local literacy initiatives. The 2018 Power of Literacy Luncheon featured 
Former First Lady Laura Bush in an interview with her nephew, Pierce 
Bush. The luncheon was chaired by Cathy Cleary.

2018 Power of Literacy Luncheon raised over $363,000.00

Each year, Young Professionals Group hosts the Jungle Book Gala. All 
proceeds benefit the childhood literacy initiatives led by the Young 
Professionals Group in support of the Foundation’s mission. Proceeds 
from the Gala benefit the Foundation’s My Home Library and Camp 
Adventure! initiatives. The YPG seeks to engage young professionals in 
Houston’s ongoing literacy crisis by creating opportunities for members 
to read, lead and serve our next generation.

2018 Jungle Book Gala raised nearly $300,000.00

Jungle Book Gala Co-Chairs Kyle & Amy McCully and Morgan Stautzenberger 
& Cameron Stubbs.     Photo credit: Daniel Ortiz    

 First Lady Laura Bush interviewed by nephew Pierce Bush.     Photo credit: Jenny Antill
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7887 San Felipe, Suite 250
Houston, TX 77063

346-212-2310
BushHoustonLiteracy.org

info@bushhoustonliteracy.org

© 2019, Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation. All Rights Reserved. This special report was prepared in partnership with the expertise from Deutser.

“

If you help a person to read,  then their 
opportunities in life will be endless.
-FIRST LADY BARBARA BUSH“


