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BARBARA BUSH HOUSTON LITERACY FOUNDATION TO HOST IMPRESSIVE LINEUP OF AUTHORS
FOR 25th ANNUAL A CELEBRATION OF READING

May 2nd event to support Former First Lady Barbara Bush’s
local and national literacy efforts

HOUSTON – The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation (Foundation) will celebrate its 25th

annual A Celebration of Reading fundraising event in Houston with an impressive lineup of

nationally and internationally renowned authors. The signature event, hosted by Maria and Neil

Bush, co-founders of the Foundation, shines light on the importance of reading in our community.

The 2019 lineup features four notable authors, including world-renowned neuroscientist and

presenter of The Brain, an Emmy-nominated television series on PBS and BBC, Dr. David Eagleman

and his most recent book, The Runaway Species: How Human Creativity Remakes the World;

granddaughter of former President George and Barbara Bush and author of George and Barbara

Bush: A Great American Love Story, Ellie LeBlond Sosa; Washington Bureau chief of USA Today,

founder and host of the video newsmaker series for USA Today, "Capital Download," and author

of THE MATRIARCH: Barbara Bush and the Making of an American Dynasty, Susan Page; Guinness

World Record holder for the most #1 New York Times best sellers, James Patterson, featuring his

recent release in his Alex Cross series, Target; and Emmy and Golden Globe award winner and

author of Grateful American: A Journey from Self to Service, Gary Sinise. Entertainment will also

feature the Singing Cadets of Texas A & M, led by David Kipp.

The 25th annual event will take place on the evening of Thursday, May 2, 2019 at the Hobby Center

for the Performing Arts, and proceeds will benefit the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation

and the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy.

“This is a very special year as we commemorate the 25th year my family has hosted A Celebration

of Reading,” said Neil Bush, co-founder and chairman of the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy

Foundation. “Maria and I are deeply grateful for the continued support of the Houston community

through the contribution of their time, talent and treasure so that more people in our city have a

brighter future and better life by learning how to read, write and comprehend.”



Phillips 66 will serve as the title sponsor of A Celebration of Reading for the fifth year in a row,

continuing its strong involvement in the community to promote the literacy cause. The Quanex

Foundation will serve as the event’s presenting sponsor for the third year in a row. Tickets, tables

and sponsorships for the event are available for purchase.

A Celebration of Reading supports local literacy efforts led by the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy

Foundation, as well as national efforts through the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy.

Tickets, tables and sponsorships for the event are available for purchase on the Foundation’s

website at bushhoustonliteracy.org. For more information on A Celebration of Reading, call 346-

212-2310 or email events@bushhoustonliteracy.org.

About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation

The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation is a charitable organization formed by Neil and

Maria Bush to carry forth First Lady Barbara Bush’s legacy in the literacy cause and to focus deeply

on breaking the intergenerational cycle of low literacy in the Bush family’s hometown. Founded

on Mrs. Bush’s belief, “If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will be endless,”

the Barbara Bush Foundation’s mission is to improve lives through the power of literacy – the

ability to read, write, speak clearly and think critically. The Foundation serves as the champion

across the Greater Houston area for the literacy cause, raising awareness for the value and

importance of literacy, mobilizing volunteers and resources to build critical capacity of community-

based literacy providers, and investing in local literacy programs and services that support children

and families to develop strong literacy skills for success. For more information, visit

www.bushhoustonliteracy.org or follow us on Facebook at @bushhoustonlit on Twitter

@bushhoustonlit and on Instagram @bushhoustonlit.
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