
 

 

EVENT OVERVIEW 
 

WHAT:   Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation’s 5th annual Jungle Book 
Gala Kickoff Party   

 
WHEN:  Tuesday, June 25, 2019, 7 p.m. 
                          
WHERE:  The home of Dr. Monte and Deborah Stavis  
   
WHO: Jungle Book Gala Host Committee, Sponsors and Special Guests 
 
GALA  
CHAIRS:  Amy & Kyle McCully 
   Morgan Stautzenberger & Cameron Stubbs  
 
DETAILS: On Tuesday, June 25 Dr. Monte and Deborah Stavis hosted a private party at 

their River Oaks residence to kick off the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 
Foundation’s 5th annual Jungle Book Gala to be held on Friday, November 8 at 
The Revaire. 

 
The more than 150 guests mixed and mingled over light bites and libations by 
Chef Soren Pederson amidst the jungle-themed home decorated by Stevenpaul 
Creative Resources featuring snakes, orchids, animal-printed fabrics, a 
succulent wall, and a large-scale Jungle Book Gala backdrop in the shape of a 
book. Guests then proceeded to the tented lawn for special remarks from the 
Stavis family and from Gala co-chairs Amy and Kyle McCully and Morgan 
Stautzenberger and Cameron Stubbs. Nick and Jeff Carnrite also took the stage 
to announce that The Carnrite Group will serve as the Title Sponsor for the 
2019 Jungle Book Gala for the second year in a row. 
 
Following remarks, guests enjoyed an exclusive concert by American artist and 
rock singer Constantine Maroulis. Maroulis is a two-time Tony Award 
nominee and star of Broadway hit musicals, Rock of Ages and Jekyll and Hyde. 
He was discovered when he became a top-ten finalist on American Idol. 
Maroulis was flown in from New York by Stavis and Cohen Financial for the 
event. 

 
Maroulis took the stage wearing a tight white suit and electrified the crowd by 
kicking off the 45-minute private concert with Gun’s and Roses’ Welcome to the 
Jungle and by the end of the night had guests signing along to Bryan Adam’s 
Summer of 69 and his special rendition of Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody. Maroulis 
closed the concert with the crowd dancing to Livin’ on a Prayer by Bon Jovi.  

 
 The annual black-tie gala will be held on November 8 at one of Houston’s 

most popular event venues, The Revaire. Party goers can look forward to an 
exotic evening complete with drinks, hors d'oeuvres, a silent auction, and 
dancing to live music by the Matchmaker Band from Austin, Texas!    

 



 
  

 

BENEFICIARY:  Proceeds raised will benefit children’s literacy programs of the Barbara Bush 
Houston Literacy Foundation 

 
GUESTS: Dr. Monte & Deborah Stavis, Amy & Kyle McCully, Morgan Stautzenberger 

& Cameron Stubbs, Nedra and Eddie Cohen, Kayla and Rory Tolunay, Julie 
& Ron Finck, Alexa Bode and Andrew Gauthier, Anthony Tarantino, Trent 
Hrncir, Gaurdie and Simin Banister, Grace and Tom Gosnell, Kayla and Rory 
Tolunay, Aubrey and Peyton Leatherman, Kristen Stubbs, Kristi and Ben 
Armenta, Lisa and Mark Jakel, Nick Carnrite and Kasey McNorton, Jeff 
Carnrite and Joselyn Tego,  Victoria Villarreal, Sarah Frazier and Patrick 
Thrash, Monica Lunsford and Austin Buchanan, Karen and Bob Saltiel, Katie 
Tsuru, Lindsey Koszela 
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About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation is a charitable organization formed by Neil and Maria 
Bush to carry forth First Lady Barbara Bush’s legacy in the literacy cause and to focus deeply on 
breaking the intergenerational cycle of low literacy in the Bush family’s hometown. Founded on Mrs. 
Bush’s belief, “If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will be endless,” the Barbara 
Bush Foundation’s mission is to improve lives through the power of literacy – the ability to read, 
write, speak clearly and think critically. The Foundation serves as the champion across the Greater 
Houston area for the literacy cause, raising awareness for the value and importance of literacy, 
mobilizing volunteers and resources to build critical capacity of community-based literacy providers, 
and investing in local literacy programs and services that support children and families to develop 
strong literacy skills for success. For more information, visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org or follow 
us on Facebook at @bushhoustonlit on Twitter @bushhoustonlit and on Instagram 
@bushhoustonlit.  
 
About the Young Professionals Group 
The Young Professionals Group (YPG) is an organization of the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 
Foundation formed in 2014 to engage the next generation of Houston’s leaders in the literacy cause. 
The YPG is comprised of a community of individuals who are service-minded and eager to make an 
impact in our city. Members participate in networking and social events, serve in leadership roles, and 
volunteer in meaningful service activities that help make a difference in the lives of disadvantaged 
children and their families. To learn more about The Young Professional’s Group, please visit 
www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/young-professionals-group/. 
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