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Pulitzer Prize-Winning Author Jon Meacham among Impressive Lineup of Authors  

for 22nd Annual A Celebration of Reading 2016 
Celebration to support Former First Lady Barbara Bush’s local & national literacy efforts 

 

 

HOUSTON – The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation announces a stellar lineup of authors 
for the 22nd annual A Celebration of Reading fundraising event in Houston. This year’s outstanding lineup 
includes Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jon Meacham, New York Times Bestselling Authors Brad 
Meltzer, Kelly Corrigan, and Dr. David Eagleman, and award-winning author and broadcaster Scott 
Simon. This event, hosted by former First Lady Barbara Bush and Maria and Neil Bush, co-chairs of 
the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, will be held on Thursday, April 21, 2016 at the Hobby 
Center for the Performing Arts. 
 
“Maria and I are delighted to chair this special event,” stated Neil Bush. “We are always deeply 
honored to be a part of such an important night that not only increases awareness of the literacy crisis 
in our community, but that also raises funds to help increase literacy rates across Houston and the rest 
of the country. In the words of my mother and First Lady Barbara Bush: ‘If you help a person to read, 
then their opportunities in life will be endless.’” 
 
Phillips 66 will serve as the Title Sponsor of A Celebration of Reading for a second year in a row. The 
company’s continued involvement in this event demonstrates its leadership in supporting Houston 
literacy efforts by advancing the Foundation’s mission to improve the quality of life through the power 
of literacy – the ability to read, write, speak clearly, and think critically.  
 
A Celebration of Reading supports local literacy efforts led by the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 
Foundation, as well as national efforts through the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy. The 
Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, founded by the Bush family, aims to broaden awareness 
of the literacy crisis that affects Houstonians of all ages and to emphasize that literacy is a foundational 
skill that leads to success in life. The organization also aims to mobilize more volunteers to do their 
part by registering as a volunteer at www.Connect4Literacy.org. For more information on A Celebration 
of Reading, please visit our website at bushhoustonliteracy.org, or call 346-212-2310.  
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About the Authors 
Jon Meacham, New York Times best-selling author of American 
Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White House, was awarded the 
coveted Pulitzer Prize for the biography Thomas Jefferson: The Art of 
Power. His latest book, released in November of 2015 called Destiny and 
Power, it is a brilliant biography that chronicles the life of President 
George H. W. Bush and is based on personal diaries of President Bush 
and First Lady Barbara Bush. From the Oval Office to Camp David, 
from his study in the private quarters of the White House to Air Force 
One, from the fall of the Berlin Wall to the first Gulf War to the end 
of Communism, Destiny and Power charts the thoughts, decisions, 
and emotions of a modern president who may have been the last of 
his kind.  
 
Meacham is also a former editor-in-chief of Newsweek, a    

contributing editor to TIME magazine, and is executive editor and   executive vice president at 
Random House.  

 
Brad Meltzer, is the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The 
Inner Circle, The Book of Fate, and seven other bestselling thrillers. 
He is the only author to appear on the bestsellers list for his fiction, 
nonfiction, advice, children’s and comic books. His books The Inner 
Circle, The Fifth Assassin and The President’s Shadow (2015) are 
based on the premise that George Washington’s personal spy ring still 
exists and a young archivist in the National Archives believes as much. 
He doesn’t know who they work for — but the greatest secret of the 
Presidency is about to be revealed.  
 
Meltzer is also the host of Brad Meltzer’s Lost History on H2 and Brad 
Meltzer’s Decoded on the History Channel. The Hollywood Reporter 
recently put Brad on their list of Hollywood’s 25 Most Powerful Authors.  

 

Kelly Corrigan is a New York Times best-selling author who has 
contributed to O, The Oprah Magazine, Glamour magazine and Good 
Housekeeping, and has been a guest on The Today Show multiple times. 
Her first book, entitled The Middle Place is a memoir about her father’s 
battle with cancer and her own triumph over the disease. Her second 
book, Lift, is written in the form of a letter to her children and is an 
examination of risk and parenthood through the lens of three true 
stories. Her third and latest book, a memoir, entitled Glitter and Glue 
examines the bond between mothers and daughters.   
 
In addition to writing, her YouTube channel, which includes video 
essays like Transcending and interviews with critically acclaimed writers 
like Michael Lewis, Walter Isaacson and Anna Quindlen, has been 
viewed by millions. 
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Scott Simon is an American author and broadcaster whose works in 
fiction as well as non-fiction, have spanned many different genres 
including sports, art, tragedy, comedy, war and peace. Notable reads 
include Home and Away: Memoir of a Fan which was at the top of several 
non-fiction bestseller lists, and his latest book, Unforgettable: A Son, a 
Mother, and the Lessons of a Lifetime depicting the last week he spent with 
his mother, was met with rave reviews. Simon has also contributed 
articles to The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, The New York Times 
Book Review, The Wall Street Journal, The Sunday Times of London, The 
Guardian, and Gourmet among other publications.  
 
In addition to his writing, Simon has also hosted many television series 
on PBS including “State of Mind” and “Need to Know” as well as the 
BBC series “Eyewitness”. His broadcasting talents have also won him 

major awards such as the Peabody, an Emmy award, and the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism award, 
among others. Simon is currently the host of the weekly PBS show “Weekend Edition Saturday.” 
 
 
 
About Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, co-chaired by Neil and Maria Bush, was established 
as a charitable organization focused on improving the quality of life for Houston residents through 
the power of literacy. The Foundation advocates for literacy as a fundamental right of everyone and a 
foundational skill towards success in life. It is founded on the belief held by Barbara Bush, former 
First Lady, “If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will be endless.” In 2013, Neil 
and Maria Bush created the Houston-based foundation separate from the Barbara Bush Foundation 
for Family Literacy, a national foundation, in response to the need to deepen the awareness of and 
intensify services and support for the nation’s fourth largest and most diverse city – Houston. For 
more information, visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/ or follow us on Facebook and Twitter 
@bushhoustonlit.  
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