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President George W. Bush Among Impressive Lineup of Authors for  

21
st
 Annual Event in Houston: A Celebration of Reading 2015 

Celebration to support Barbara Bush’s local & national literacy efforts 

 

 

 

HOUSTON – The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation announces an impressive lineup of 

authors for the 21st annual fundraising event in Houston – A Celebration of Reading. This year’s 

outstanding lineup includes President George W. Bush; two-time Pulitzer Prize winner David 

McCullough; multiple Emmy Award winning journalist and ABC News Anchor and Chief National 

Correspondent Byron Pitts; and world-renowned novelist Jackie Collins. This special event, hosted 

by Maria and Neil Bush, Chairs of the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, will be held on 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 at the Hobby Center and will pay tribute to Barbara Bush’s 90th birthday. 

 

“Maria and I are delighted to chair this special event, and we are particularly excited to announce that 

my brother, President George W. Bush, will join us to talk about his newly released biography about 

our father entitled, 41: A Portrait of My Father,” stated Neil Bush. “In the words of my mother and 

First Lady Barbara Bush: ‘If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will be 

endless.’ This event celebrates the importance of reading and raises funds necessary to increase 

literacy rates across Houston and our nation.” 

 

Phillips 66, a leader in supporting Houston literacy efforts, will serve as Title Sponsor of A 

Celebration of Reading. In addition to serving as Title Sponsor, Phillips 66 awarded a $500,000 grant 

to the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, further advancing the Foundation’s mission to 

improve the quality of life for Houstonians across all ages through the power of literacy – the ability 

to read, write, speak clearly, and think critically. 

 

A Celebration of Reading supports local literacy efforts led by the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 

Foundation, as well as national efforts through the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy. 

The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation aims to broaden awareness of the literacy crisis that 

affects all Houstonians and to emphasize that literacy is a foundational skill that leads to success in 

life. The organization aims to assist in building capacity of programs that lead to increased literacy 

rates of people of all ages in our area and to call on more citizens to volunteer to do their part by 

registering as a volunteer at www.Connect4Literacy.org. For A Celebration of Reading ticket and 

sponsorship information, please visit our website at bushhoustonliteracy.org, or call 713-467-2812. 

This popular event is always a sellout, so be sure to make your reservations now. 
 

http://www.connect4literacy.org/
file://MAIN/Clientfiles/Barbara%20Bush%20Houston%20Literacy%20Foundation/HCOR%202015/bushhoustonliteracy.org
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President George W. Bush (Spring 2013); 

Photo by Eric Draper 

David McCullough; Photo by William B. McCullough 

 

 

About the Authors 
 

President George W. Bush served as the 43rd President of the 

United States from 2001 to 2009 and as the 46th Governor of Texas 

from 1995 to 2000. President Bush started his life in public service 

as a pilot in the Texas Air National Guard from 1968 to 1974. After 

the Presidency, George Bush and Laura Bush founded the George 

W. Bush Presidential Center in Dallas. The Center is home to the 

Bush Presidential Museum and Library. It is also home to the 

George W. Bush Institute, a public policy organization that focuses 

on economic growth, education reform, global health, and human 

freedom, as well as supports a women’s initiative and military 

service initiative.  

 

President Bush is the author of a bestselling memoir, Decision 

Points, and recently released a biography about his father, 

President George H.W. Bush, entitled, 41: A Portrait of My Father. 

Forty-three men have served as President of the United States. 

Countless books have been written about them. But never before 

has a President told the story of his father, another President, 

through his own eyes and in his own words. A unique and intimate 

biography, the book covers the entire scope of the elder President Bush’s life and career of service to 

our country. The book shines new light on both the accomplished statesman and the warm, decent 

man known best by his family. In addition, George W. Bush discusses his father’s influence on him 

throughout his own life, from his childhood in West Texas to his early campaign trips with his father, 

and from his decision to go into politics to his own two-term Presidency.  

 

David McCullough has been widely acclaimed as a 

“master of the art of narrative history,” “a matchless 

writer.” He is twice winner of the Pulitzer Prize, twice 

winner of the National Book Award, and has received 

the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest 

civilian award. McCullough’s most recent book, The 

Greater Journey: Americans in Paris, the number one 

New York Times bestseller, has been called “dazzling,” 

“an epic of ideas…history to be savored.” His previous 

work, 1776, has been acclaimed “a classic,” while John 

Adams, published in 2001, remains one of the most 

praised and widely read American biographies of all 

time. In a crowded, productive career, he has been an 

editor, teacher, lecturer, and familiar presence on public television—as host of Smithsonian World, 

The American Experience, and narrator of numerous documentaries including Ken Burns’s The Civil 

War. His is also the narrator’s voice in the movie Seabiscuit. A gifted speaker, McCullough has 

lectured in all parts of the country and abroad, as well as at the White House. He is also one of the 

few private citizens to speak before a joint session of Congress. He is presently working on a 

biography of the Wright brothers. 
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Jackie Collins; Photo by Greg Gorman 

Byron Pitts; Photo courtesy of ABC News 

 

 

 

Byron Pitts named ABC News Anchor and Chief National 

Correspondent in April 2013. He covers national news stories and 

in-depth features for the network, reporting for all broadcasts and 

platforms, including “Good Morning America,” “World News with 

Diane Sawyer,” “Nightline,” “This Week” and “20/20”. Pitts also 

reports for all ABC News digital properties including 

ABCNews.com. Mr. Pitts is a multiple Emmy award winning 

journalist known for his thoughtful storytelling, on-the-ground 

reporting and in-depth interviews. Prior to joining ABC News, Pitts 

spent the last 15 years at CBS News where he recently served as 

Chief National Correspondent for The CBS Evening News and filed 

regularly for 60 Minutes. Mr. Pitts dreamed of becoming a 

journalist at a young age, but he faced two serious obstacles to his 

dream. He was illiterate until the age of 12 and struggled to 

overcome a stutter. Mr. Pitts chronicled his journey in a 2009 

memoir titled Step Out on Nothing: How Faith and Family Helped 

Me Conquer Life’s Challenges.  

 

 

 
Jackie Collins, one of the world’s top-selling novelists, has sold 

over 500 million copies of her books in more than 40 countries, and 

is credited with some thirty New York Times bestsellers. She is 

known for giving her readers and unrivaled insiders knowledge of 

Hollywood and the glamorous lives and loves of the rich, famous, 

and infamous! Collins started writing as a teenager, making up 

steamy stories about her schoolmates paid to devour. Her first 

book, The World is Full of Married Men, became a sensational 

bestseller because of its openness and the way it dealt honestly with 

the double standard. After that came The Stud, Sinners, The Love 

Killers, The World is Full of Divorced Women, Lovers And 

Gamblers, Chances, and then the international sensation, Hollywood 

Wives – a #1 New York Times bestseller, which was made into one 

of ABC’s highest-rated miniseries starring Anthony Hopkins and 

Candice Bergen. Her career has continued with undoubted 

success. Last year saw the release of two books: Confessions Of A 

Wild Child, which chronicled her most famous character Lucky Santangelo as a teenager, and The 

Lucky Santangelo Cookbook, which was filled with delicious Italian recipes. Jackie’s next novel, The 

Santangelos, will take you on a wild trip filled with passion, murder and revenge. The book also 

brings back many familiar characters, but Lucky still rules! The book will be released in June 2015. 

Jackie firmly believes that the truth is always much stranger than fiction. 
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About Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 

The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, co-chaired by Neil and Maria Bush, was established 

as a charitable organization focused on improving the quality of life for Houston residents through 

the power of literacy. The Foundation advocates for literacy as a fundamental right of everyone and a 

foundational skill towards success in life. It is founded on the belief held by Barbara Bush, former 

First Lady, “If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will be endless.” In 2013, 

Neil and Maria Bush created the Houston-based foundation separate from the Barbara Bush 

Foundation for Family Literacy, a national foundation, in response to the need to deepen the 

awareness of and intensify services and support for the nation’s fourth largest and most diverse city – 

Houston. For more information, visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/ or follow us on Facebook and 

Twitter @bushhoustonlit.  

 

Media Contacts 

Dancie Perugini Ware Public Relations / 713.224.9115      
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