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BARBARA BUSH HOUSTON LITERACY FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES STELLAR LINEUP OF AUTHORS
FOR 25th ANNUAL A CELEBRATION OF READING

Event to take place May 2, 2019 in support of Former First Lady Barbara Bush’s
local & national literacy efforts

HOUSTON – The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation (Foundation) is excited to announce

a lineup of distinguished authors for the 25th annual A Celebration of Reading fundraising event

in Houston. The signature event, hosted by Maria and Neil Bush, co-founders of the Foundation,

shines light on the importance of reading in our community. The 2019 event will pay a special

tribute to the late President and Former First Lady.

The 2019 lineup features four bestselling authors including world-renowned neuroscientist and

presenter of The Brain, an Emmy-nominated television series on PBS and BBC, Dr. David

Eagleman and his most recent book, The Runaway Species: How Human Creativity Remakes the

World; granddaughter of former President George and Barbara Bush and author of George and

Barbara Bush: A Great American Love Story, Ellie LeBlond Sosa; Washington Bureau chief of USA

Today, founder and host of the video newsmaker series for USA Today, "Capital Download," and

author of THE MATRIARCH: Barbara Bush and the Making of an American Dynasty, Susan Page;

and Guinness World Record holder for the most #1 New York Times best sellers, James Patterson,

who will be releasing his latest book in his Alex Cross series, Target. Entertainment will also

feature the Singing Cadets of Texas A & M, led by David Kipp. Additional line-ups to the program

will be released at a later date.

“My wife and I are deeply committed to carrying forth mom’s cause of literacy and dad’s legacy

of volunteerism and service to others,” said Neil Bush, co-chairman of the Barbara Bush Houston

Literacy Foundation. “The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation serves as a great example

of how mom and dad’s values and beliefs can come together and make significant change in our

community. The Bush family is grateful to the volunteers and community and corporate partners

who have given selflessly of their time and talent to help advance our mission.”

The charitable event will take place on the evening of Thursday, May 2, 2019 at the Hobby Center

for the Performing Arts, and proceeds will benefit the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation

and the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy.



Phillips 66 will serve as the title sponsor of A Celebration of Reading for the fifth year in a row,

continuing its leadership position in the community to promote the literacy cause. The Quanex

Foundation will serve as a presenting sponsor of the event.

A Celebration of Reading supports local literacy efforts led by the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy

Foundation, as well as national efforts through the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy.

Since inception in 2013, the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation has taken on the

important role in championing the literacy cause in the community by raising awareness,

mobilizing volunteers, and investing in programs to increase literacy rates.

Tickets, tables and sponsorships for the event are available for purchase on the Foundation’s

website at bushhoustonliteracy.org. For more information on A Celebration of Reading, call

346.212.2310 or email events@bushhoustonliteracy.org.

About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation is a charitable organization formed by Neil and
Maria Bush to carry forth First Lady Barbara Bush’s legacy in the literacy cause and to focus deeply
on breaking the intergenerational cycle of low literacy in the Bush family’s hometown. Founded
on Mrs. Bush’s belief, “If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will be
endless,” the Barbara Bush Foundation’s mission is to improve lives through the power of literacy
– the ability to read, write, speak clearly, and think critically.

The Foundation serves as the champion across the Greater Houston area for the literacy cause,
raising awareness for the value and importance of literacy, mobilizing volunteers and resources
to build critical capacity of community-based literacy providers, and investing in local literacy
programs and services that support children and families to develop strong literacy skills for
success. For more information, visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org or follow us on Facebook at
@bushhoustonlit,, Twitter @bushhoustonlit, Instagram @bushhoustonlit.
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