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Barbara Bush book wall dedication honors the 
First Lady of Literacy and raises funds for reading 
 
Iconic art installation in The George hotel at Century Square serves higher purpose  

 
COLLEGE STATION, Texas (FOR RELEASE October 17, 2018) The George  at Century Square was the site of a 
memorial event honoring former First Lady Barbara Bush, wife of 41st President George H.W. Bush. Special guests 
Neil and Maria Bush, family and friends dedicated an art installation in memory of “The First Lady of Literacy,” and 
unveiled a program to support the cause Mrs. Bush and her family have steadfastly championed. 
 
In the lobby of The George, a hotel named for great Georges in Texas history, a floor-to-ceiling, wall-to-wall Texas 
flag made from 10,000 old books has become the most-photographed spot in Century Square. A dynamic community 
center of restaurants, shops, hotels, residences, offices and entertainment, Century Square is adjacent to the Texas 
A&M University main campus, and less than three miles from the George Bush Presidential Library and Museum.  
 
At the Texas Book Wall dedication, Neil and Maria Bush unveiled a plaque engraved with this Barbara Bush quote, 
“My wish is for every parent and child to experience the joy of reading and a lifetime of learning.”  
 
“My family and I are deeply grateful to Midway for honoring Mom in such a special way,” said Neil Bush, co-founder of 
the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation. “We also wish to thank everyone for their outpouring of support since 
Mom’s passing in April. Undoubtedly, Mom impacted countless people during her long and happy life and through her 
cause of literacy. We are committed to advancing her legacy and vision of literacy for all.” 
 
Midway Foundation, the charitable organization of Midway, developer of Century Square and partner with Valencia 
Group in The George hotel, also kicked off “Round Up for Reading.” The ongoing fundraising program, Round Up for 
Reading is a convenient, easy way for hotel guests, visitors and the community to advance the literary legacy of 
Barbara Bush and the Bush family by making a donation in any amount when they visit The George. 
 
“Barbara Bush left a legacy of selfless community service that humbles and inspires us,” said Brad Freels, Chairman, 
Midway and the co-founder of Midway Foundation with his wife Claudia Freels. “We hope to encourage others to 
follow the Bush family’s example by giving of their time and/or money to literacy causes, helping people to broaden 
their perspective and reach their full potential.” 
 
From now on, The Texas Book Wall, a popular art installation and social media selfie spot, will educate visitors and 
hotel guests at The George at Century Square about the impact of low literacy and ways to support local literacy 
causes. The Round Up for Reading program will directly benefit the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation. 
 
To support the Foundation and its efforts, please visit https://www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/donate/. 
 
About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation  
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation is a charitable organization formed by Neil and Maria Bush to carry 
forth First Lady Barbara Bush’s legacy in the literacy cause and to focus deeply on breaking the intergenerational 
cycle of low literacy in the Bush family’s hometown. Founded on Mrs. Bush’s belief, “If you help a person to read, 
then their opportunities in life will be endless,” the Barbara Bush Foundation’s mission is to improve lives through the 
power of literacy – the ability to read, write, speak clearly and think critically. The Foundation serves as the 
champion across the Greater Houston area for the literacy cause, raising awareness for the value and importance of 
literacy, mobilizing volunteers and resources to build critical capacity of community-based literacy providers, and 
investing in local literacy programs and services that support children and families to develop strong literacy skills for 
success. For more information, visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org or follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/bushhoustonliteracy , on Twitter @bushhoustonlit and on Instagram @bushhoustonlit. 
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About Midway 
Our purpose is to create enduring investments and remarkable places that enrich people’s lives. Houston-based 
Midway is a privately owned, fully integrated real estate investment and development firm that has provided the 
highest level of quality, service and value to its clients and investors for more than 50 years. The Midway portfolio of 
projects completed and/or underway consists of approximately 45 million square feet of properties in 23 states and 
Northern Mexico ranging from mixed-use centers, corporate headquarters, multi-family, entertainment, hospitality, 
business and industrial parks, and master-planned resort and residential communities. Since its inception in 1968, 
Midway has created projects of distinction, aesthetic relevance and enduring value for its investors, clients and local 
communities. The Midway Foundation was formed in 2003 as a means to give back to local and national 
organizations. Midway Foundation’s mission is to empower Midway Team Members to become leaders in the 
markets in which we operate by serving the underprivileged, supporting education, improving health and 
strengthening our communities. For more information on Midway, visit midwaycompanies.com. 
 
About Century Square 
Redefining the Brazos Valley, Century Square creates a dynamic community center where people congregate from 
across the region to experience a walkable, urban destination. Century Square is a public-private collaboration 
between Midway and Texas A&M University System utilizing previously undeveloped land to deliver substantial 
benefits and an enriched quality of life for local residents and the entire Brazos Valley region. The Midway leadership 
team is heavily comprised of former students of Texas A&M who are deeply engaged in the University’s culture and 
its vision for the growth of the Brazos Valley. Century Square features 60 acres of premier retail and restaurant 
establishments, entertainment venues, 60,000 SF of Class-A office, two full service hotels: The George and Cavalry 
Court; luxury apartment homes: 100 Park, and an activated central Green. For more information on this and other 
Midway developments, visit midwaycompanies.com.  

The Texas Book Wall 
Texans are proud of their state and proud of their flag. With a collection of close to 10,000 books, the Texas Book 
Wall at the George is one of a kind. With inspiration coming from the many barns you see scattered around the 
Brazos Valley region with the Texas Flag painted on the roof, artist Thedra Cullar-Leford put a twist on the proud 
Texas flag to create a memorable moment and celebrate Texas Pride. With books ranging from Texas BBQ 
Cookbooks, Native Texas Plants, Aggie Textbooks, to a Tall Dark Billionaire Texan, this is showpiece you won't soon 
forget. On October 17, 2018, the Texas Book Wall was dedicated in memory of Former First Lady, Barbara Pierce 
Bush, the “First Lady of Literacy,” and a tireless champion of improving people’s lives through literacy. Today, the 
Texas Book Wall serves to educate and inspire others to follow her example of selfless service, through volunteerism, 
advocacy and charitable giving to literacy causes. 

About Valencia Group 
Houston-based Valencia Group is a fully integrated hospitality company that provides management, development, 
branding and repositioning services for independent, full-service hotels owned by the company, in addition to third 
parties. Exceptional service, style and location have become brand trademarks. Earning both national and 
international recognition for their distinctive designs, amenities and settings, Valencia Group properties are 
destinations and gathering places within their respective communities, some further benefitting from and enriching 
their space within the cultural heart of a city. The company continues to forge a niche with hotels that anchor and add 
value to urban, mixed-use environments, which further support or enhance the guest experience with superior 
residential, restaurant, retail and office components. The Valencia Group portfolio currently includes the Valencia 
brands: Hotel Valencia Santana Row in San Jose, CA and Hotel Valencia Riverwalk in San Antonio, TX. The Sorella 
brand includes Hotel Sorella CITYCENTRE in Houston, TX by developer Midway. Other brands include Midway and 
Valencia Group’s The George™ in College Station, TX and Midway’s Hotel Alessandra in Houston, TX. The Court 
concept brands include Lone Star Court in Austin, TX, Cavalry Court in College Station, TX and Texican Court, 
coming soon to Irving, TX. For more information, please visit www.valenciagroup.com 
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