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Clifford to Visit Houston Elementary School for Rail Safety Education 
Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation and Union Pacific Host Special Event 

 

WHAT: Former First Lady Barbara Bush believed: “If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life 

will be endless.” Add in Clifford the Big Red Dog and students are sure to remember this unique lesson. The 

famed children’s book character will join Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation Chairman Neil Bush and 

Union Pacific volunteers for special classroom readings of the new Scholastic book, “Clifford and the Railroad 

Crossing.” In this highly anticipated book, Clifford learns about railroad crossing safety alongside his closest 

friend Emily Elizabeth and her teammates who are going to a softball game.  

 

WHEN & WHERE: Wednesday, April 3, 2019, at 9:30 a.m., Franklin Elementary School, 7101 Canal Street, 

Houston. 

 

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT: Union Pacific’s Community Ties Giving Program partnered with Safe Kids Worldwide 

and Scholastic to create the Clifford book, designed to teach valuable lessons about safe behavior around 

railroad tracks in a fun and engaging way. Safe Kids Worldwide is a nonprofit organization working to prevent 

childhood injury through initiatives like its Start Safe Travel program for transportation safety education.  

 

Books will be donated to the students attending the reading. Additional copies are available online at the Union 

Pacific Store. 

 

MEDIA CONTACT: Kristen South at 402-544-3435 or kmsouth@up.com 

 

 

https://www.safekids.org/
https://www.costore.com/upstore2/productthumbnails.asp
https://www.costore.com/upstore2/productthumbnails.asp
mailto:kmsouth@up.com


 

 

ABOUT THE BARBARA BUSH HOUSTON LITERACY FOUNDATION 
 
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, co-chaired by Neil and Maria Bush, was established as a 
charitable organization focused on improving the quality of life for Houston residents through the power of literacy. 
The Foundation advocates for literacy as a fundamental right of everyone and a foundational skill towards success 

in life. It is founded on the belief held by Barbara Bush, former First Lady, “If you help a person to read, then their 
opportunities in life will be endless.” In 2013, the Bush Family created the Houston-based foundation separate 
from the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy, a national foundation, in response to the need to deepen 
the awareness of and intensify services and support for the nation’s fourth largest and most diverse city – Houston. 
For more information, visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org or follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/bushhoustonliteracy  on Twitter @bushhoustonlit and on Instagram @bushhoustonlit.  
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