
 
  

 
EVENT OVERVIEW 

 
WHAT:   Houston Public Library and Put It In A Book Foundation’s Groomed for Literacy 

Kick-Off Event 
 
WHEN: Saturday, September 24, 2016 
                          
WHERE: Scenic Woods Regional Library 
   
WHO:  Key Partners 
 Friends of the Houston Public Library  

Hott Blocc Barbershop 
Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 
Little Free Library 
My Brother’s Keeper 

 
Featured Speakers 
Rhea Lawson, Ph.D., Executive Director of the Houston Public Library 
Jerry Davis, Harris City Council Member (District B) 
Dr. Julie Baker Finck, President, Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 
Sally Swanson, Executive Director, Houston Public Library Foundation 
Jericho Leftwich, City of Houston Health & Human Services 
Antoine Holmes, Hott Blocc Barbershop 
Marvin Pierre, Put It In a Book Foundation 
Tenay Hamilton, Put It In a book Foundation 
 
 

DETAILS: Groomed for Literacy is a program designed to address the literacy gap for 
underserved youth in communities across Houston. The program will place fully 
stocked Little Free Libraries in barbershops and will aim to increase literacy rates in 
these communities by expanding access to quality books. Volunteers from the 
Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation Young Professionals Group, 
CITGO, Junior League of Houston, Harris County Department of Education 
and Friends of the Houston Public Library assembled Little Free Libraries during 
the event, and children received free haircuts courtesy of Franklin Barber School. 

 
 The goals of Groomed for Literacy: 

 Increase the number of books in the community 

 Increase the number of books in the home 

 Provide library resources to youth and their families in support of literacy 
attainment 

 Create a vehicle for community members to partner in support of literacy 
advancement 

 Support citywide efforts for kindergarten readiness and reading at grade level 

 Increase public awareness regarding the importance of access to books 

 Increase the number of Little Free Libraries within the city. 
 

http://www.ourhouston.org/item/put-it-in-a-book-foundation/
http://houstonlibrary.org/location/scenic-woods-regional-library
http://www.friendsofhpl.org/
http://www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/
https://littlefreelibrary.org/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/my-brothers-keeper


GUESTS: Dr. Rhea Lawson, Dr. Julie Baker Finck, Sally Swanson, Marvin Pierre, City Council 
Member Jerry Davis, Ron Jemison, Angela Johnson, Nicole Robinson, Jerry Santos 
and Jericho Leftwich 
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About Little Free Library® 

In 2009, Todd H. Bol built the first Little Free Library book exchange and placed it in his Hudson, 
Wisconsin front yard to honor his mother. The idea for the handmade book exchanges with the motto 
“Take a book, return a book” took hold quickly, and today the number of registered book exchanges has 
grown to more than 40,000 around the world, in all 50 states and in 70 countries. Through these book 
exchanges millions of books are shared annually. Little Free Library is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
and has received numerous honors, including the National Book Foundation’s Innovations in Reading 
Prize, the American Library Association’s Movers and Shakers Award, and the Library of Congress 
Literacy Award. The organization encourages the volunteer stewards who manage the book exchanges to 
register their Little Libraries for listing on its world map and inclusion in a network that shares ideas and 
notices about events and programming. 

 

About the Houston Public Library 

The Houston Public Library (HPL) operates 35 neighborhood libraries, four HPL Express Libraries, a 
Central Library, the Houston Metropolitan Research Center, the Clayton Library Center for Genealogical 
Research, The African American Library at the Gregory School, and the Parent Resource Library located 
in the Children’s Museum of Houston. With more than eight million visits per year in person and online, 
HPL is committed to excellent customer service and equitable access to information and programs by 
providing library customers with free use of a diverse collection of printed materials and electronic 
resources, Internet, laptop and computer use, and a variety of database and reference resources with live 
assistance online 24/7. 

 
About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 

The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, co-chaired by Neil and Maria Bush, was established as 
a charitable organization focused on improving the quality of life for Houston residents through the power 
of literacy. The Foundation advocates for literacy as a fundamental right of everyone and a foundational 
skill towards success in life. It is founded on the belief held by Barbara Bush, former First Lady, “If you 
help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will be endless.” In 2013, the Bush Family created 
the Houston-based foundation separate from the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy, a national 
foundation, in response to the need to deepen the awareness of and intensify services and support for the 
nation’s fourth largest and most diverse city – Houston. For more information, visit 
www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/ or follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bushhoustonliteracy 
and on Twitter @bushhoustonlit.   

 

 

http://www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/
http://www.facebook.com/bushhoustonliteracy
mailto:@bushhoustonlit


 
  

About Put It In A Book Foundation 

 
Put It In A Book Foundation was created by two KIPP (Knowledge is Power Program): Houston Public 
Schools educators whose vision is to change children’s lives through the power of a book. As educators 
they know the importance of books in the home and they wanted to go Beyond Z for their students and 
families by free books to them. They are currently in the process of applying for our non-profit and tax 
exempt status. Our mission is to change the lives of the youth through the power of a book. Their main 
focus areas are Literacy, College Readiness and Financial Literacy. 
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