
On December 10, the Founda�on had the privilege of teaming with the Houston Rockets’
Dwight Howard for his 3-Point Santa Project that was hosted at Memorial City Mall. Through
his D12 Founda�on, we were able to join forces with Target and JC Penney to provide 50
children currently in foster care with “A Wish, A Need, and An Incredible Read.” On behalf of
First Lady Barbara Bush, our team gi�ed each child with three children’s books, and we shared a 
list of incredible reads through the D12 Founda�on website. Dwight Howard stated, “Enjoying 
and learning from a great book is a gi� that lasts forever. Reading is cri�cal for kids to be 
successful in school.” We echo Dwight’s sen�ment and are so thankful to have a partner like 
him and his organiza�on as community leaders. 

The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Founda�on’s Director of Opera�ons José Calvillo 

volunteered at the event and had these words to say, “Dwight Howard and his D12 Founda�on 

are shining examples of the good that can be done when you invest your �me and talent in 

worthy causes. Together we are ins�lling the love for reading and making countless Christmas                

wishes come true for the amazing group of children with us that night.”

Dear Houston Community,

There is no doubt that many of us received something new for Hanukkah or
Christmas. Perhaps it was an ar�cle of clothing, a piece of jewelry, an electronic 
gadget, or maybe even a car. While I did not receive a replacement for my six-
year old car, I did receive new things from my husband, Ron, and other
members of my family. Although material in form, the new items sparked good
feelings inside of me— gra�tude, happiness, and pleasure, to name a few. 
Everyone simply likes to receive something new.

The excitement of a New Year is no different. People from across the globe 
celebrate it. The New Year provides us a wonderful opportunity to ring out the
old and ring in the new in hopes of an even be�er year ahead than the ones of 
the past. New also means “fresh,” so we take �me to set goals and make 
resolu�ons at the coming of a New Year in the expecta�on of gaining a fresh 
start or in aspira�on of improving our lives and yielding an even brighter future.

In addi�on to new items and new goals, 2016 will entail new leaders at the local and state levels, including a mayor, school board 
trustees, City Council members, a school district superintendent for HISD, and a Texas Commissioner for Educa�on. When any new 
leader assumes a posi�on, we are op�mis�c that our own situa�on will improve and that of our community – in its safety, in its
economic vitality, and in its quality of educa�onal outcomes. The expecta�on of this slate of leaders is no excep�on. I am 
confident that our new leaders will share in the belief that literacy is a founda�onal skill for improving the quality of life for people 
of any age and an economic impera�ve to li� up families, our city and our state.

I ask for your con�nued support in igni�ng an even greater sense of urgency around improving literacy rates. Resolve this year to 
get more involved in the literacy cause as an advocate, volunteer or donor. Let’s ensure that 2016 is a year to remember by
coming together to change lives and our community through the power of literacy.

Happy New Year!

Julie Baker Finck, Ph.D.
President

January 2016

THE LITERACY CONNECTION

First Lady Barbara Bush Joins Dwight Howard’s 3-Point Santa Team

From le� to right: First Lady Cecilia Abbo�, Neil Bush, Maria 
Bush, Mayor Annise Parker, Dr. Julie Baker Finck, HISD
Superintendent Dr. Terry Grier

Dwight Howard reading ‘Twas the Night
Before Christmas to the children.



The Value of Volunteering: Connect 4 Literacy Year in Review

Amanda McGrath has been volunteering ever since her mother ins�lled in her 
the passion of giving back to others at a young age. Before moving from
Scotland to Houston two years ago with her husband Paul, Amanda spent her
free �me volunteering with charity thri� shops and cancer causes. Once they 
moved to Houston, she “had to change her approach” to make a more
substan�al impact in her new community. She began dedica�ng herself 
full-�me primarily to literacy-based causes on Connect4Literacy.org.
“I always loved to read so when I found Connect 4 Literacy, I thought it was a
great fit,” she said. “Working with the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 
Founda�on (BBHLF), I realized how important literacy is, like the sta�s�cs 
about the amount of people who don’t have access to books.”

Amanda’s schedule is filled with volunteer efforts such as HISD’s Read 
Houston Read ini�a�ve and Friends of the Houston Public Library. She and 
Paul also par�cipate in various BBHLF Young Professional Group’s service 
projects and events. In addi�on to Amanda dedica�ng her �me to literacy-
based organiza�ons, she also finds �me to serve people through Refugee 
Services of Houston and will begin training in January with Child Advocates,
Inc. “Even though it’s not paid work, I don’t treat it like work because I enjoy
doing it,” she said.

As we begin the New Year, we wish to take �me to thank the thousands of volunteers across Houston who dedicated more than
17,000 hours of service through the Connect4Literacy.org website during 2015. Our volunteers read with and mentored
children struggling in reading, sorted and distributed books to people of all ages in need, tutored adults, and played other
important roles in helping to tackle the literacy crisis in Houston. In 2015, 7,817 new accounts brought the total to nearly 9,000
volunteers with accounts in Connect 4 Literacy and created $427,371 of value for literacy-based organiza�ons. According to 
Independent Sector, the average value of one volunteer hour in Texas is $24.66 (2014). The possibili�es for increasing human 
capacity and resources for our literacy partners are endless. Just think, if volunteers who performed services in
2015 increased their �me by just one hour in 2016, we would have an even greater impact on people who 
are struggling with literacy.

Whether you are a high school student, a college student, a member of a church,
civic or book club, an employee at a civic-minded company, a re�ree 
looking for something meaningful to do with your �me, or just 
simply someone who cares about people and the future of
our city, we invite you to join our army of volunteers
in 2016. Go to www.Connect4Literacy.org. Create
an account. Begin your volunteer service
today and become a point of light
in the literacy cause by joining
our growing movement.

Amanda McGrath distribu�ng free Scholas�c books through 

the Kids’ Meals 2015 Annual Holiday event.

Volunteer Spotlight: Amanda McGrath

Subscribe to our blog for more stories from the community at

www.BarbaraBushHoustonBlog.org



The Season is Bright for More than 500 Low-Income Children

Did you know that Harris County has the second highest rate of child
food insecurity in the na�on, meaning our children have limited or 
unreliable access to a sufficient quan�ty of affordable, nutri�ous food? 
Every day in Houston, 1 out of 4 preschool aged children may not know
where their next meal is coming from. These children also lack books in
their homes, because their families simply cannot afford them. 

Thanks to the generosity of H-E-B, Halliburton, and the Barbara Bush
Houston Literacy Founda�on, Kids’ Meals, Inc. was able to brighten
the holidays by serving more than 500 low-income children in Houston.
Kids’ Meals hosted a holiday event for families complete with
H-E-Buddy, Santa Claus and live music. Books, food, and toys were all
provided from partner organiza�ons.

Kids’ Meals is a non-profit organiza�on that delivers sack lunches to the 
homes of more than 2,800 disadvantaged children across Houston. As
Kids’ Meals fights against child hunger, the Barbara Bush Houston 
Literacy Founda�on fights against child illiteracy. Together, we form a  
long-las�ng partnership that helps prepare children for a strong future.

The 2,000 new books gi�ed were just a small part of the more than 17,000 new books received by children through our 
community partners. We are thankful for the members of the Founda�on’s Young Professionals’ Group, Castro’s Kids, the
Scholas�c Book Fund and our donors.

Community Partners Make a Collective Impact on our Society

Partnerships. Collabora�ons. Coali�ons. Alliances. Each of these words connote a rela�onship of mutuality, unity and coherence –
a�ributes that are impera�ve to successful ini�a�ves. We believe a key role of the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Founda�on is 
to build a coali�on of organiza�ons – nonprofit, civic, faith, educa�on, library, corporate and others – all focused on working
together to make a collec�ve impact on our society by improving literacy rates. We are growing a network of community 
partners, and we invite you to join this network. Community partners are organiza�ons which do not necessarily provide direct 
literacy services to those in need, but which play a vital role in providing needed resources and services to our literacy partners
through volunteerism, funding, thought leadership, pro-bono services, and much more. We are grateful to have community
partners, such as Phillips 66, Deloi�e, the University of Houston-Downtown and others who have stepped up to help us
advance the literacy cause in our community.

We invite your organiza�on to become our community 
partner. As a community partner, your organiza�on is 
offered the opportunity to create your own page in the 
Community Partner sec�on of the Connect4Literacy.org
website on which you may share your values of corporate
ci�zenship, community service and philanthropic 
investments. In addi�on, your engagement in the literacy 
cause can be highlighted through text and photographs
so that visitors to the site can learn about the great
work that you are doing in Houston. Becoming a
Community Partner is free and easy. Simply contact us at
Development@BushHoustonLiteracy.org. As we enter
into the New Year, we look forward to many new
organiza�ons joining our Community Partner Network and
contribu�ng to the collec�ve improvement of low literacy  
rates in our city.

A Phillips 66 employee reading with a student at Walnut Bend Elementary School.

Volunteer Jessica Rodriguez giving books to children.



www.facebook.com/BushHoustonLiteracy

www.twitter.com/BushHoustonLit

www.instagram.com/BushHoustonLit

www.Pinterest.com/BushHoustonLit

Astros’ Mascot, Orbit, Encourages Students to Read Daily

During School Rallies

We are thrilled to partner with Phillips 66 and the Houston Astros to help
ignite a passion for reading among children in a fun and crea�ve way 
through reading rallies with the Houston Astros’ mascot, Orbit. The Orbit
Reading Rallies are high-energy and impac�ul events aimed at ge�ng 
students in grades pre-K through 5 excited and commi�ed to reading at 
least 20 minutes each day. Through a spirited Master of Ceremonies,
animated skits, vibrant performances, lively music, interac�ve games and 
teacher par�cipa�on, an auditorium of 
excited elementary students are crea�vely 
encouraged to read at least 20 minutes
daily to Get Smarter, Learn New Things,
and Prepare for the Future. These reading
rallies have been a hit with both students
and teachers, such as those featured in
these photos at HISD’s Helms Elementary
School.


