
 

 
EVENT OVERVIEW 

 
WHAT:   Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation’s Ladies for Literacy Guild’s 3rd 

Annual Power of Literacy Luncheon: “Let’s Launch Literacy”  
 
WHEN: Tuesday, October 23, 2018  
                          
WHERE: The Post Oak Hotel at Uptown Houston   
   
WHO: Keynote Speaker  
 Former First Lady Laura Bush in conversation moderated by Pierce Bush 
 
 Emcee 
 Rachel McNeill, Anchor, KPRC-TV  
 

Featured Speakers 
Dr. Tom Pace, Senior Pastor, St. Luke’s United Methodist Church  
Cathy Cleary, Power of Literacy Luncheon Chair  
Stephanie Tsuru, President, Ladies for Literacy Guild  

 
DETAILS: The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation’s Ladies for Literacy Guild, along 

with this year’s luncheon chair, Cathy Cleary, hosted the third annual Power of Literacy 
Luncheon on Tuesday, October 23 at The Post Oak Hotel at Uptown Houston. This 
event shined the light on the cause former First Lady Barbara Bush championed for 
nearly 30 years – literacy. 

 
Emcee Rachel McNeill kicked of the luncheon by giving a personal testimony as a 
mother of two young boys why reading is important and should be a fundamental right 
for everyone in our city and how reading has been an enjoyable experience in her own 
family. Afterwards, Dr. Tom Pace offered the invocation blessing the food and those 
in attendance and giving thanks for the gift of Barbara Bush and the many lives she 
touched. 
 
Guests then enjoyed a delicious lunch catered by The Post Oak Hotel including 
gazpacho soup shooter and a romaine and arugula salad with chicken, walnuts, blue 
cheese crumbles, pancetta chips and champagne vinaigrette. Dessert was a slice of 
white chocolate and macerated berry cheesecake.  

 
Following the meal, McNeill thanked Phillips 66 for serving as the event’s Title 
Sponsor for the third year in a row and also expressed appreciation to Cathy & Joe 
Cleary for serving as this year’s Literacy Champions. She also presented the three 
special raffle items: an exquisite, double strand of pearls donated by Tenenbaum 
Jewelers; a pincushion handmade by former First Lady Barbara Bush; and a set of 
limited-edition Houston Astros World Champion bats donated by BASF Corporation.  
 



 

Event Chair Cathy Cleary then took the stage and thanked the luncheon committee 
for their hard work and donors and table sponsors for their support. She also spoke 
of the luncheon theme, “Let’s Launch Literacy.” 
 
“I can’t think of a more appropriate way to honor and recognize Mrs. Bush’s indelible 
legacy promoting her cause of literacy,” said Cathy Cleary. “She set the example for all 
of us. Now, it’s our turn to do our part to ensure that more people soar in life through 
the power of literacy.” 
 
True to the theme of the event, the Grand Lobby and Ballroom were decorated with 
more than 150 giant balloons. Each of the 60 tables were donned with bright, multi-
colored flowers and featured an 18-inch cut-out of former First Lady Barbara Bush 
holding balloons. The back of the stage featured a life-size cut-out of Mrs. Barbara 
Bush holding multi-colored balloons that flowed across the backdrop. 
 
The Ladies for Literacy Guild President, Stephanie Tsuru, then had the honor of 
announcing the launch of the First Lady’s Book Club within the Ladies for Literacy 
Guild as well as a special gift in the amount of $75,000 from Houston Children’s 
Charity, led by CEO Laura Ward, to jump-start the Guild’s efforts to build another 
Curiosity Cruiser mobile library. The first Curiosity Cruiser was announced at the 2016 
luncheon and revealed at the 2017 event. Since the Cruiser hit the streets in January 
with the Harris County Public Library, it has made nearly 150 total visits serving more 
than 7,000 underserved children, distributing more than 14,000 books in the 
community.  
 
“The Board of Directors of Houston Children’s Charity is proud to partner with an 
organization whose mission for children is aligned with our own,” said Laura Ward. 
“The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation and the Ladies for Literacy Guild’s 
efforts to ensure that every child reads at a competent level is compelling. At 
Houston Children’s Charity, we believe that need never takes a vacation, and by 
empowering children with the tools they need to think, create and explore will not 
only afford them a brighter future, but also create a positive ripple effect across our 
entire community.” 

  
The luncheon program featured former First Lady Mrs. Laura Bush in a “fireside 
chat” moderated by her nephew and CEO of Big Brothers Big Sisters Lone Star, 
Pierce Bush. Their conversation spanned a variety of topics, including the recent, 
private wedding of daughter Barbara Pierce Bush to Craig Coyne at the Bush family’s 
Kennebunkport residence; life serving as a First Lady, a school teacher and librarian 
and as an author; and her relationship with her mother-in-law, Mrs. Barbara Bush. 
Mrs. Laura Bush kept the crowd engaged with her humor, warmth, and commitment 
to literacy.  
                                                         
Before responding to questions from her nephew, Mrs. Bush said, “I want to thank 
each and every one of you for your generous support for the Barbara Bush Houston 
Literacy Foundation. I was a teacher in Houston, and saw firsthand the needs of many 
children in your community. They would come to school hungry – for food, for the 



 

love of family, and for a good education. The Barbara Bush Foundation nourishes 
families and children in Houston, and for that, I am grateful.”  
 
Following the discussion, the Foundation’s co-chair, Maria Bush, drew for this year’s 
three raffle winners! Diane Englet won a double-strand of pearls donated by 
Tenenbaum Jewelers; Courtney Golden won a pincushion handmade and loved by 
former First Lady Barbara Bush; and Robin Mitchell won a set of 2018 Autographed 
Houston Astros World Series Champion bats donated by BASF Corporation. 
 
The event, which was attended by more than 600 guests, raised more than $350,000 
to help support the Guild’s activities and literacy initiatives.  
 
  

GUESTS: Pierce & Sarabeth Bush, Maria Bush, Marshall Bush, Lilly Andress, Julie Baker Finck, 
Joe & Cathy Cleary, Betty Hrncir, Stephanie Tsusu, Sue & Lester Smith, Linda 
McReynolds, Laurel D’Antoni, Paige Fertitta, Jada Paul, Tracy Tucker, Susan Sarofim, 
Rhonda Graff, Gail Garland, Penny Loyd, Laura Ward, Ginger Blanton, Kathy 
Goossen, Bobbie Nau, Deborah Cannon, Sidney Faust, Cora Sue Mach, Nancy Ames, 
Amy Pierce, Shelly Lindley, Leisa Holland Nelson, Dancie Perugini Ware, Diane 
Gendel, Shelly Hendry, Martha Madget, Alice Burgueires, Trish Morille, Regina 
Rogers, Judy Tate, Carol Sawyer, Lisa Jakel, Warner Roberts, Twila Carter, Erin Hinch, 
and Brenda Love, Senator Joan Huffman, Diane Lokey Farb, Joanne King Herring, 
Gwen Emmett.  
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About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation is a charitable organization formed by Neil and Maria 
Bush to carry forth First Lady Barbara Bush’s legacy in the literacy cause and to focus deeply on 
breaking the intergenerational cycle of low literacy in the Bush family’s hometown. Founded on Mrs. 
Bush’s belief, “If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will be endless,” the Barbara 
Bush Foundation’s mission is to improve lives through the power of literacy – the ability to read, 
write, speak clearly and think critically. The Foundation serves as the champion across the Greater 
Houston area for the literacy cause, raising awareness for the value and importance of literacy, 
mobilizing volunteers and resources to build critical capacity of community-based literacy providers, 
and investing in local literacy programs and services that support children and families to develop 
strong literacy skills for success. For more information, visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org or follow 
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bushhoustonliteracy  on Twitter @bushhoustonlit and on 
Instagram @bushhoustonlit.  

 
About the Ladies for Literacy Guild 

http://www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/
http://www.facebook.com/bushhoustonliteracy
mailto:@bushhoustonlit
https://www.instagram.com/bushhoustonlit/?hl=en


 

The Ladies for Literacy Guild is a volunteer auxiliary group that supports the Barbara Bush Houston 
Literacy Foundation. Led by President Stephanie Tsuru, Ladies for Literacy is a volunteer-based 
auxiliary of the Foundation which was formed in 2015 by a group of 97 Founding Members. Since 
that time the Guild has grown to more than 300 members. Their mission is: In the spirit of service, 
the Ladies for Literacy Guild mobilizes resources to foster a love of reading through the power of 
literacy. They do this by Rallying members and supporters to advance the literacy cause; Enriching 
the lives of those in the Houston community through literacy; Advocating the importance of literacy; 
and Devoting time, talent and resources to ensure the success of the mission. To learn more about 
the Ladies for Literacy Guild, please visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/ladies-for-literacy/. To learn 
more about the Curiosity Cruiser, visit www.CuriosityCruiser.com.  

 

http://www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/ladies-for-literacy/
http://www.curiositycruiser.com/

