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SOUTHERN LIVING 'BEYOND THE STORM' SHOWCASE HOME 
TO DEBUT IN BRAES HEIGHTS IN SEPTEMBER 

 
--Tour proceeds to benefit the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation--  

 
HOUSTON (August 21, 2018)… Stone Acorn Builders LP, a member of the prestigious 
Southern Living Custom Builder Program, today announced Houston's Southern Living "Beyond 
the Storm" Showcase Home planned debut in Braes Heights for three weekends in September. 
Proceeds from the showcase home tours benefit the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy 
Foundation.  
 

The showcase home, a modern farmhouse-style design, will be located at 3758 
Drummond in Braes Heights, a neighborhood decimated by flooding during Hurricane Harvey. 
The showcase home is built on the site of a bungalow that was razed after damage by the 
storm. Flood tolerant elevation and other amenities are incorporated into the new home. 

 
 Designed by Stone Acorn Builders and their in-house architect, the 6,076-square-foot 

three-story open floor plan includes five bedrooms, five bathrooms, media room, game room, 
with the dining room and breakfast area all centered by a fabulous gourmet kitchen. Bringing the 
outdoors in, the family room’s multi-slide doors open onto the back porch featuring a summer 
kitchen. The showcase home includes a large family library and multiple reading nooks 
throughout, major features in any home built by the brother-and-sister team of Stone Acorn 
Builders’ Sarah Lavine-Kass and Benjamin Lavine. Interior design will be managed by Lindsey 
Herod Interiors and Meg Lonergan Interiors, members of the Southern Living Designer Network. 

 
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation will partner with Stone Acorn Builders 

on the Southern Living “Beyond the Storm” Showcase Home in conjunction with September’s 
National Literacy Awareness Month. From cook books in the kitchen to children’s books in the 
bedrooms, a book theme will be central to the showcase, including some of Barbara Bush’s 
favorite reads. Proceeds from tour admissions will go toward the Foundation’s mission to 
improve the quality of life for Houstonians of all ages through the power of literacy, assisting on 
programs such as My Home Library, the Curiosity Cruiser and more.  
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"My brother Benjamin and I are proud to build and showcase a Southern Living home in 
Braes Heights, one of the many neighborhoods still recovering from the hurricane’s aftermath," 
said Stone Acorn Builders’ Sarah Lavine-Kass. “This project illustrates Houston’s resilience to 
rebuild communities, one house at a time, while building on the foundation of literacy of which 
Houston’s First Lady of Literacy Barbara Bush has taught us is the framework for success.”  

 
“Barbara Bush was a champion for family literacy for nearly 30 years because she 

believed that parents are a child’s first and most important teachers and that a special bond can 
be formed by reading together,” said Julie Finck, Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 
President.  “Creating a culture of reading in our city begins at home. We are pleased that Stone 
Acorn Builders has designed a home to model and promote the importance of family literacy 
and selected the Foundation as the partner beneficiary from the event.” 
 

Stone Acorn Builders’ Southern Living "Beyond the Storm” Showcase will open to the 
public from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. for home tours and special events September 15-16, 22-23 and 
29-30, 2018.  Admission is $15 at the door with proceeds benefiting the Barbara Bush Houston 
Literacy Foundation. 

 
Special planned activities include chef, floral, gardening, wine tasting and interior design 

demonstrations at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. daily each weekend and pop-up story times. Featured 
appearances include Houstonian Pastry Chef Catherine Rodriguez, Interior Designer Lindsey 
Herod, Culinaire’s Barbara McNight, Melinda Kanner of Buchanan’s Native Plants, Elaine 
Ousely-Nevarez of Elaine's Florist, Goodtaste.tv’s Tanji Patton, Master Chef Philippe Verpiand 
of Etoile Cuisine et Bar, Sylvia’s Enchilada Kitchen’s Sylvia Casares, Nobu Master Chef Carl 
Murray, Wine Aficionado Ginny Endecott, Brennan’s Executive Chef Joe Cervantez and Mister 
McKinney of Mister McKinney’s Historic Houston.  
 

The Southern Living Custom Builder Program is a network of some of the finest custom 
homebuilders in the South.   Its members bring together ideas, inspirations, and excellence in 
architecture, craftsmanship, and home building to tell the Southern story. The program is 
nationally sponsored by American Standard®, Azek® Building Products, Belgard Hardscapes®, 
DXV by American Standard®, Lennox®, Grohe®, Integrity from Marvin Windows and Doors®, 
Marvin Windows and Exterior Doors®, Sherwin-Williams® and Wellborn Cabinet®, Inc. Local 
showcase sponsors include Daltile, Exclusive Flooring, Lighting Inc., South Texas Brick and 
Stone and Prosperity Bank. 
 

For more information about Stone Acorn Builders’ Southern Living "Beyond the Storm" 
Showcase in Braes Heights, please visit stoneacorn.com. For more information about the 
Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, please visit bushhoustonliteracy.org. 

Stone Acorn Builders LP is a family-owned and operated home construction company 
that has been building quality homes since 1999 in Houston, Bellaire, West University Place, 
Braes Heights, Meyerland, Medical Center, South Side Place, Memorial and Spring Branch. 
Sarah Lavine-Kass and Benjamin Lavine, a sister-brother team, are the technical and creative 
forces behind Stone Acorn Builders.  The award-winning builders are members of the National 
Association of Home Builders, Texas Association of Builders, Greater Houston Builders 
Association, Greater Houston Custom Builders Council, as well as Board of Directors and 
Member of the Southern Living Custom Builder Program.  Stone Acorn Builders debuted 
Houston's first Southern Living Showcase home in Bellaire in 2012, followed by a home in West 
University in 2014. Hosting nearly 4,000 attendees, $38,000 was raised for the benefiting 
charities.                                                          #   #   #  

  CLICK HERE FOR PHOTOS 

http://www.stoneacorn.com/
https://www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/o9iywthe9drhs0u/AAANETAh4wOeK1wtKOHYLw1ea?dl=0


 

About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation                                                                           
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation is a charitable organization formed by Neil and 
Maria Bush to carry forth First Lady Barbara Bush’s legacy in the literacy cause and to focus 
deeply on breaking the intergenerational cycle of low literacy in the Bush family’s hometown. 
Founded on Mrs. Bush’s belief, “If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will 
be endless,” the Barbara Bush Foundation’s mission is to improve lives through the power of 
literacy – the ability to read, write, speak clearly and think critically. The Foundation serves as 
the champion across the Greater Houston area for the literacy cause, raising awareness for the 
value and importance of literacy, mobilizing volunteers and resources to build critical capacity of 
community-based literacy providers, and investing in local literacy programs and services that 
support children and families to develop strong literacy skills for success. For more information, 
visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org or follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/bushhoustonliteracy on Twitter @bushhoustonlit and on Instagram 
@bushhoustonlit. 

 

Southern Living Custom Builder Program                                                                                               
The Southern Living Custom Builder Program is a network of more than 100 of the South’s top 
custom home builders brought together by Southern Living magazine. This invitation-only 
program selects custom builders acclaimed for their detailed craftsmanship, excellence in 
customer service, financial stability, and use of quality building materials in their homes.  

#   #   # 


