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The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation and The Houston Area 

Urban League Collaborate for 2016 Summer Reading Camps 
 

Houston, Texas (July 29, 2016) - In an effort to mitigate the learning loss experienced most 

significantly by low-income children during the summer months, The Houston Area Urban League 

along with the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, the Houston Symphony Orchestra and 

My Brother’s Keeper, hosted the Second Annual Summer Reading Camps across four Houston ISD 

feeder patterns: Kashmere, Scarborough, Wheatley, and Washington High School. The camps were 

facilitated by John Robinson, Houston Area Urban League Education Director and hosted by 

Houston ISD.  

 

Taking place during four separate sessions in July, the free camps featured daily activities that 

encouraged kids to read, including guided discussions based on the reading material. Each of the more 

than 400 children who participated in the camps took home books to add to their personal libraries. 

Additionally, each camp featured a family literacy night providing an overview of the camps as well as 

resources for parents and guardians to promote literacy at home. 

 

Dedicating time to summer reading is integral in predicting student success in the upcoming school 

year. As Dr. Julie Baker Finck, President of the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, stresses, 

the camps would not be possible without support from corporate partners and volunteers. “We are 

so pleased that many organizations and individuals have come together to make this year's reading 

camps special for hundreds of Houston's children,” she said.  

 

Houston-based corporations Phillips 66, Target, Halliburton, NRG, Schlumberger, 

PricewaterhouseCoopers, and J.P. Morgan Chase as well as Houston-based organization Jack & Jill 

enlisted nearly 250 of their employees to volunteer at the camps. 

 

About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 

The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, co-chaired by Neil and Maria Bush, was 

established as a charitable organization focused on improving the quality of life for Houston 

residents through the power of literacy. The Foundation advocates for literacy as a fundamental 

right of everyone and a foundational skill towards success in life. It is founded on the belief held by 

Former First Lady Barbara Bush, “If you help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will 

be endless.” In 2013, the Bush Family created the Houston-based foundation separate from the 

Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy, a national foundation, in response to the need to  

-more- 

http://www.phillips66.com/EN/Pages/index.aspx


 

 

 

deepen the awareness of and intensify services and support for the nation’s fourth largest and most 

diverse city – Houston. To learn more about, please visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org. To find 

volunteer opportunities please visit the Foundation’s volunteer platform at 

www.connect4literacy.org.  
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