
Dressed as the Mad Hatter, Dr. Finck joins
children at Neff Early Childhood Center on

Halloween for a book give-away event hosted by
First Book of Greater Houston.

November 2017

Dear Houston Community,

The holiday season is around the
corner. It is a busy me for celebra ng
with family and friends and giving
thanks for the many blessings that have
been bestowed upon us. The holiday
spirit brings out the best in us as we
seek ways to demonstrate our
compassion and selflessness for those
in need through volunteerism and
charitable giving.

As you prepare your holiday schedule, I
encourage you to include family
ac vi es in which your children or
grandchildren can understand the value
of being kind to others and learn that
doing good also makes us feel good.
Here are a few suggestions:

Take me out of the season to
serve others together as a
family. Visit
Connect4Literacy.org to find local organizations who need volunteers.
Have your child sponsor a home library for a child less fortunate by visi ng
MyHomeLibraryHouston.org. There are currently nearly 580 children in the
Fifth Ward who have created wish lists who need sponsors.
Gather new and used books to donate to an organiza on in our community.
A list of organizations can be found at BushHoustonLiteracy.org/Give-books.
Create special bookmarks or write notes that we may include in books we
give to children in need through our My Home Library program. You may mail
them to our office for distribution.

Give the gift of reading this holiday season. It is a gift that will last a lifetime.
Thank you for advancing Mrs. Bush's legacy and advancing our mission through your
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MAKE A
DONATION

SPONSOR A 
CHILD

Neil and Maria Bush, along with Bobby Wilhite of 
Dollar General distribute backpacks to children at 

Isaacs Elementary School.

support.

Sincerely,

Julie Baker Finck, Ph.D.
President

NEIL AND MARIA BUSH KICK-OFF HARVEY RELIEF EFFORTS

Last month Neil and Maria Bush
kicked off our Harvey Relief
Plan by distribu ng backpacks
filled with school supplies and
helping children select new books
at Isaacs Elementary School in
HISD. "Maria and I are deeply
grateful to Dollar General Literacy
Founda on and Kids In Need
Founda on for uni ng with us in
service to those impacted by the
recent storms," said Neil Bush, co-
founder and co-chairman of the
Barbara Bush Houston Literacy
Foundation.  
 
During the recovery period following a devasta on, Kids In Need Founda on's Second
Responder® program works with local authori es, schools and sponsors to help
communi es, students and educators return to normal rou nes. Backpacks, supplies and
books through our My Home Library program were generously underwri en by Dollar
General Literacy Founda on. "Recovering from a natural disaster can be daun ng," said
Denine Torr, Dollar General's senior director of community ini a ves. "By providing
school supplies and helping rebuild home libraries, Dollar General hopes to ease some of
the stress of the recovery process and support students and teachers as they work to
focus on teaching and learning."

CURIOSITY CRUISER MAKES PUBLIC DEBUT

A er much an cipa on,
t h e Curiosity Cruiser is
ready to hit the streets with
m as co ts , Owlbotron and
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Ladies for Literacy Guild Executive Committee Members 
stand beside the Curiosity Cruiser. 

Northtale, to serve children
across Harris County! The
Curiosity Cruiser, which
made its first public
appearance during the
Power of Literacy
Luncheon, is no ordinary
book mobile. Rather, it is a
30-foot, state-of-the-art,
custom library on wheels.
Ou i ed with the latest
technology, and of course,
lots of books, the Curiosity
Cruiser will enrich the lives
of disadvantaged children
and provide them with
amazing learning
experiences through a partnership between the Ladies for Literacy Guild and the Harris
County Public Library.

Thanks to the imagina on of the staff at the Harris County Public Library and our Guild
members, the Curiosity Cruiser will not only assist children in building their very own
home library, but will also engage them in weekly programs. This will help them to
improve their literacy skills, gain social skills through team-based ac vi es and reading
clubs, and express themselves through art and music. They will learn visual arts like
photography and digital media,inspire their crea vity using LEGOs, 3D printers and
robo cs, and solve problems and promote cri cal thinking. This $350,000 ini a ve is
made possible by our commi ed partners at Harris County Public Library, Love
Adver sing, Credera, Morgan Olson, General Truck Body and our generous sponsors The
Lester & Sue Smith Foundation, Citgo, Phillips 66 and Stephanie and Frank Tsuru.

POWER OF LITERACY LUNCHEON RAISES
AWARENESS AND SETS RECORD

Wi th First Lady Barbara Bush among the
nearly 450 in a endance, the Ladies for
Literacy Guild of the Barbara Bush Houston
Literacy Founda on held their second
annual Power of Literacy Luncheon at River
Oaks Country Club. Award-winning news
anchor Rachel McNeill of KPRC-TV, once
again served as emcee, and Dr. Catherine
Tamis-LaMonda of New York University
took the podium as the keynote speaker.
Dr. Tamis-LaMonda is a professor of
applied psychology and presented her
research centered on infant and toddler
learning and development. Her
presenta on emphasized the importance
of the quality of mothers' and fathers'
interac ons with children and the role that
reading can play in fostering learning and
oral language development. Guild
president Be y Hrncir and luncheon chair

From left to right: Limor Smith, Shelly Hendry,
Lester and Sue Smith, Barbara Bush.



Ginger Blanton unveiled the Curiosity
Cruiser, which is ready to hit the streets
with mascots Owlbotron and Northtale to
serve children and families in partnership
with the Harris County Public Library.

This year's Power of Literacy Luncheon
raised nearly $400,000 to help support the
Guild's projects and ini a ves. We are
grateful to the Power of Literacy luncheon
commi ee members, event tle sponsor
Phillips 66, literacy champions The Lester &
Sue Smith Founda on, and all of the table
sponsors, in-kind contributors and donors
for making this year's event an incredible
success.

From left to right: Keynote Speaker Dr. Tamis
LeMonda, Guild President Betty Hrncir, Foundation

President Dr. Finck and 
Luncheon Chair Ginger Blanton

Power of Literacy Luncheon 
Title Sponsor

VIEW LUNCHEON
PHOTOS

MEET HOUSTON'S NEWEST SUPER HEROES

Owlbotron and Northtale make their debut in this special video. Together, they
demonstrate the power literacy can play in transforming into the extraordinary. These
two characters are the mascots of the Curiosity Cruiser, a 30-foot state-of-the-art mobile
library in Houston. Learn more at CuriosityCruiser.com!
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Franklin Elementary School
465 students served

Hollibrook Elementary School
766 students served
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Isaacs Elementary School
314 students served

Rummel Creek Elementary School
750 students served

SUPPORT US ON #GIVINGTUESDAY

O n November 28, the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Founda on will take part in an
interna onal social movement that spans across dozens of countries, called
#GivingTuesday. In its fi h year, the purpose of #GivingTuesday is to inspire people to
give to chari es and causes that are focused on improving their community, like the



Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Founda on. We ask that you please take part in
#GivingTuesday by suppor ng the legacy of Barbara Bush in her hometown and advance
our mission to improve lives through the power of literacy.

 DONATE

SHOP FOR OUR CAUSE

Amazon Smile is an easy way to advance Mrs. Bush's legacy and our mission. You pay the
same price for the items you want, and Amazon.com sends a percentage of their profit to
support the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Founda on. It is very easy to do. Simply visit
www.smile.amazon.com, choose Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Founda on as your
charity of choice, and start making your Amazon purchases at this website. Your Amazon
Prime account also still applies with Amazon Smile. So, as the holiday season gears up, be
sure to turn your purchases into proceeds for our cause and help make a difference in our
community.

STAY CONNECTED:
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